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Holy Life ind riffies Repei 
of its remarkable Providences 
God towards ſome of his Chilaren in this 
Life, is that which ought to be look'd intb 
”—_— 7 compar d it Holy VFrit ; and finds} 
2 ing" it agreeable to the "Rat: laid aows ny 
the Scriptures of God, cannot but le age 
Jceptable in their U /efulneſ; to all that asg 
etting their Faces Sion-waras ; "(C ani 
who knows ) but the reading of this folsi 
lowing Narrative by others, may, by th 
aſfi tance of Divine Grace, product #8 
them an Inclination- to enquire after their 
: erna Salvation; which 'ts the deen 
is Publication, and the hearty e an 
* oe Y ww Soul's 4 ell. * ber. 3 
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worte lately 5k; for, and Soll 
by. John Marſhall, at the Bible 1 
Grace-Church-Se ect. 


— 


N Guide to Church-Pellowſkip, ac 
1 cording to the Goſpel-Inſtitu 
tion. Wherein tifele Particulars arc 
diſtinaly handled”. (I.) The Neceſſ 
ty of Believers to Join themſelves inf 
{ Church-Order. (2.) The Subjett-MatYy9 
ter of the Church. (3.) The Conti 
nuation of a Church-State, and Admit 
+> 78 of Evangelical. Ordinances 

What ſort of Churches the Diſcigh8 
125 of Chriſt may, and ovght to joi 
38 lves unto, as unto entire Com Goc 
onen. The Third Edition. Priceſing 
Bound 6 a. My 
=  Efbcol ; or a Cluſter of the Fruitſthe! 
of Canan brought to the Borders, for Wa: 
the Encouragement of the Saints tra- Sch 
Velling thitherwards, with their Faces] 
towards Sion; or Rules of Directionſit v 
for the Walking of the Saints in Fel car 
low ſhip, according to the Order of way the 
EE ee e Edition. far. 
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VERSION, Sc. 
y be inquir'd, 4 
what Parents I come 
of; as to that I can 
give but little Ac 
count. I hope they: 
By were ſuch as fear 
| ==] the Lord. It pleaſed 
om God to re move them early from me, Þes 
Priceſing when I was about eight years Old. 
My Mother died a Year before H 
Fruitſther. My being a ſickly, weakly Chil? 
„ ſorſ was one Reaſon why I was not put t$s 
tra- School to learn to read in their Tie: 
Faces} When they were remope'd by Deathy 
QionJit was my Lot to be put Apprentice in 
Fel-fcarnal Family, by the appointment e 
f thefſthe publick Magiſtrare ig MAH 
e eight Years, to learn to make Be 
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Lace, which Time I accordingly ferv*dirut 
At the time I went to them, I was et 
" ſtranger to God. There was in me Mer 
| carnal Heart, oppoſite to all that wahl 
* Good; in the remembrance of which Yo 
hate reaſon to be truly humbled, anq;eld 
| dodlways la ay my ſelf low at the Foot] ach 
fool of God's Grace. *I have alſo reafhat 
don to admire Free-Grace in the diſtinJigh 
guiſhing Love of God and Chriſt to my 1 
Soul, that he was pleas'd to go out of there: 
| ordinary Road to call me into his Way. xo c 
I had liv'd in this Place four Lears this 
Pabel was convinc'd of Sin. Rejoyc-Pra 
ben the Sabbath was come, that IT he 
bt have time for Recreations, mypin 
EBuline on that Day being to walk we 
peut to fee new Places. I had Compa as 
nions like my ſelf, to walk with me. arg 
have ſtill 5 — to be humbled at the re hoi 
membrance of that Time and Day. IVa) 
18 Vas not like to be convinc'd of Sin byfore 
Cook the Word Preach'd or Read.þbli 
becauſe 1 did not go where it was difþga! 
| pens, nor WM good Example and In ane 
OO OOO an Fs 
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Of Mary Harl. 7 


erv'd ruQtion, becauſe I had it not. For as 


— — 
* 
* 


was Y thoſe I then lived with, I don't re- 
me Member they ever told me it was an E- 
t waWil. to break the Sabbath. As for the 


hich Word read in that Family, it was but 
, anqeldom I heard it; and what I did hears, | 
Footfhjuch was my wicked Heart and N ature," * 


O rea 
diſtin 
O Mm! 


hat it was rather a Burthen than a De- 
ight to me. 24 
I krow the hearing of God's Wore 
of thqPreach'd or Read, is his ordinary Wa 
Way. to convince us of Sin ; but I being out o 
Years his Way, he, thro' the Riches. of hid 
ejoyc - Prace took another Method with me 
that IThe way that he took ro convince me ©. 
5, my din was by a Dream, when I was abou! 
alk twelve Years of Age. I dream'd that 
ö mpa as walking with my Companions in 
ie. large Common, which fince I have ofre: 
he re4hought, did fitly repreſent the common 
y. Tway to Hell, which, I was then inge 
in byfore me I ſaw a great Pit, which 
Read.Þblig'd to go to, and could not turn back” 
s dig kgain. As I came near it, LH a Ba 
d Ia ance "Tp over the midale of This Fir | 
tion, 3 „ . 
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I obſerv'd a great many ſitting round a thi 
bout the Brink of it; and as I looke Has 
don into the Pit, I could fee no BotWok« 
tom, and looking up to the Ballance, Non 
could diſcern nothing it kung by. g. 
thought every one that fat round thaou 
pit, or came near it, were to be weigh'q T. 
n that Ballance, and every one tha orc 
urn'd the Ballance, was to be caſt intqſh<d: 
chat Pit; ſo I trembled exceedingly aþrac 
this ſight, and whilſt I thus trembledpe t! 
apprehending I ſhould be weighed and w. 
turn the Ballance, and be caſt into tiqhe 
Pit, methought there came a young Mare 1 
to me, and bad me fit down, and hgy ic 
Would tell me the meaning of all theſgite: 
things. He told me the Pit I ſaw wand 
the Pit of Hell, and the Ballance tha$han 
hung over it was the Juſtice of GodÞſe 
and that which turn'd the Ballance wagem 
Sin. He told me it was not the weigh] It 
of che Body that turn'd the Ballagce Mir 
but it was Sin; and thus the Expreſſi Fon 
on was repeated to me. He further tolchsk“ 
me I Was not now brought to be weigh'quor 
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Of Mary Hurll. 9 J 


the Ballance, but only to fee what it 
ras to run on in Sin. Upon this I a= 
'oke out of my Dream, under a deep 
onviction of the Sin of Sabbath- break- 
g. As JI remember this Dream was 
oubled to me in one Night - 2 
This Viſitation I judge to be from the 
tha Lord, by what follow'd after it; for im- 
t intqſnediately upon this, I found thro rich 
ply affirace a change in my Heart. Bleſſed 
1blede the Name of the Lord! The firſt Sin 
d and was convinc'd of was the breach f. 
o thqbe Sabbath. Before this I long'd for”? 
Man he return of the Sabbath to be at Liber- 
id hq for my Recreations, but immediately: 
theſchfter this I long' d for it to hear the Word. 
wand no ſooner was I convinc'd of Sin, 
> thaſhhan it pleaſed God to direct me to the 
Godppſe of Means in the way which I ft 
e wagemain in. e 
eigh] It was at that time much upon my 
lance Mind to go hear Mr. Hughes Non- 
reſfi Conformiſt Miniſter in Martbarongh.”, 1 
r tolq;sk'd thoſe who us'd to be my Compas-: 
1ghqpions.in breaking the Sabbath to go win 
a, e ben, ne 
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me to hear the Word, not acquaint 
them with my Reaſons for it. Th 
went with me, but ſtaid not long ther 
but as I ſuppos'd took their Walks, 
they us'd to do. As for me, thro' ric 
Grace, I had now no ſuch Inclinatic 
to do. 

Il was much affected with Mr. Hughe 
Prayer. I thought I could have ſto 
a Day to have heard him; but in Preacl 
ing I could not underſtand him, undd 
the ſenſe of which I was very muc 
troubled and concern'd. I believ'd the 
he that Pray'd ſo well, did Preach a 
Well, only I wanted the Capacity t 
underſtand him. It pleaſed God in th 
beginning to give me ſo much Undei 
ſtanding, as to let me ſee I wanted a 
Underſtanding. I was troubled for | t 
conſiderable time, that I could not une 
derſtand the Word when preach'c ul 
When one Sabbath was gone, I long ſuc 
bor the return of another, hoping”. es 
I might-underſtand better the next time 
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bur I could not find I did; and thus FY- 
| bu could not find 1 did; and thus 
I ] 3 ti” 2 35.5. On LIES, © 
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Of Mary Hurll. 11 


ay ſay, I cont! nu'd for the {pace of 
'elve Months, being exceedingly : 
publed how I ſhowd eſcape Hell, and 
t to Heaven. Very willing was Ito 
ape that Place of Torment, | but alas 1 
ew not how : I had a deſire to get 
Heaven, but I knew not which way. 
pon this I beg'd of the Lord that he. 
ould in the way of his Providence ſo 
rect and order it, that I might hear his 
Ford ſpoken of by ſome Perſon or o- 
er in the way of Converſe; and in, 
is way I thought I might come to the 
city t owledge of what God would have 
| ir: che do, in order to the eſcaping of Hen 
Undeild the being Sav'd. 
ted after this God anſwer'd my ire. 
or y the way, what Reaſon have Ir age; 3 
jor ure the Riches of his Grace, that be 
cache Puld condeſcend to hear the Petitions 
logg ſuch a mean and unworthy One AS; © 
ping leed Lam q) For ſome time after KA» 
r N Neighbour comes to the Houſe Wers 
thus liv'd, . and took occaſion to 1 
ne- Paſſages or b in 805 DIE x 
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ſhall be Saved, and he that believeth no 
ſhall be Damned. As ſoon as he had men 


What I had ſaid, I would believe ſure 
But it was requiſite I ſhould now con{ 
It fider what I ought to believe. Ithough 


I2 The Experiences 


courſe as I fat at my Work. One I waa! 
directed to take ſpecial notice of,” Wa 
that in Mark 16. v. 16. He that believe! 


tion'd it, I thought with my ſelf is it 
ſo ? That whoſoever belicveth ſhall be 
| Sav'd? Then I will believe 

* 4 way of & ſure. Tho? alas, at thi; 


| K K =_ . . 
I e a0 time I knew not what Faitlhe L 
mr Pars, Was. After this I thoughWheſ 


it over again in my Mind 


icito 


Imuſt hear the Word preach'd, and heaqho C 
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it read as much as I could, tho' not ſhot c 
much as I deſir'd. I thought furtherprinę 
1 I muſt believe what I heard Preach'dgver 
and what I heard Read to be a TruthHhe w 


But 1 conſider'd again, I may hear thqhe o 


Word Preach'd and Read, and maypll r 
“believe it to be a Truth, and yet thifaye. 
If hay not be a right Faith: So I way, A: 


le 


thea concern'd to know what::rightþe 
JJ ᷣ RESTS 
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Of Mary Hurll. 13 


aich was. I thought if I did not knows 
hat Faith was, how ſhould I know \ 
hether I had it; and if I never had 
1 ſhould never be ſav'd, according 
men the forementionꝰd Word. Upon this 
is i was exceedingly troubled a conſider- 
i bAble time for want of the Knowledge 
lieveßhf Faith. 4 
: thif} Whilſt I was under this Concern, 

Faithſhe Devil comes in with a Temptation. 
ughWheſe were his Suggeſtions, What, 
Aindivas I fo thoughtful about the things. 
ſurepf Eternity? I was but young. This 
' con the way to ſpend all my time in Sol- 
zughFicitouſneſs about Eternity, and to take 
| heaqho Comfort of one's Life, which I need 
10t ſqhot do. If I was elected, God would 
rtherpring me Home at laſt, tho“ I liv' d. 
ich'dgver ſo careleſly the mean while; fer 
ruthHhe would faye all his Elect: But on 
ir thehe other hand, if I were not elected, 
maypll my thoughtfulneſs would even 
© thiave me. r 15 3 
| way. As ſoon as theſe Thoughts were ſug⸗ 
nichſpelted, it pleaſed God. to let me know; 
Fans / 4 ugg 
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14 The Experiences 
SH they were e trom the Devil; I was pe 
TR fuaded of it, becauſe the end of ther 
led to Careleſneſs. It pleaſed God thre 
rich Grace immediately to appear fe 
me, and I muſt ſay the Lord anſwer' 
1 Satan, for I could not. The Devil tolle 
me it was yet time enough. But the 
ſ Word of God came with Power, ande 
inferm'd me, that mow was the accepte: 
ine, nom was the Day of Salvation, 2 Cor 
6. 2. And, to Day if ye will hear hiho 
Moice, harden not your Hearts, Heb. 3 
2, 8. And, ſeek ye the Lord while he ma 
be found, call je upon him while he is near 


1 55, 6. That Scripture alſo, P/ 
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10. 1. was deeply impreſſed upon oy hat 
Mind'; 1 hy ſtandeſt thou afar off, C * 


Lord Why hide ſt thou thy ſelf in times 
Trouble ? So that here I underſtood? 
>* was a Day wherein God would 
be nigh to us, and a Time of Trouble 1 
Fa he might ſtand far off from 
us. Where on I was made to con- 
| fider in theffirkt place, hüt the Day 

| of Trouble would ;bes if 1 
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Of Mary Hurll. 1 
T Nr 1 

to the Venture. I then examin'd my 
If, whether I could bear the Lord, 
hom I would have to be my Friend, 
o ſtand againſt me as an Enemy; whe» | 
jer I could bear a frowning Counte- 
ance, an angry Look, a conſuming 
ire, or a final Sentence; whether I 
ould bear that Sentence, Depart, 3e 
ur ſed, I know ye not. My Heart an- 
wer'd, I was not able to bear the 
houghts of it. Then the forementi- 
n'd Scriptures, Seek the Lord, &c. and 
yow is the accepted time, were again im- 
reſs'd with freſh Power upon m 
ind; whereupon I deſir'd of God. 4 
hat I might fo ſeek him as to find him, 
o call that he might anſwer, ſo knock 
hat he might open to me. It ſeem'd 
o be then with me, as tho* I Were 
ever to have another Offer, if I negs 
ected this preſent Day, and this made 
e the more earneſt in ſeeking of God:: 
8o that the Devil was forc'd to flee 
before me as one aſham'd of his Temp- 
ation, and never was ſuffe r'd {rent 
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ture upon Sin, becauſe Grace hath 2 


of his ordinary way to meet with me 
= that is no Rule for others. I woulg. :. 
8. adviſe others diligently to uſe thi 
Means, and attend upon the Ordinan 
ces of God, where he ufes to meet h. 
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to give a word of Caution to youn 


member that God loves them that lov 
chm, and they that ſeek him early fhal 
find him; and this may be an Eneou 


1 
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The Experiences 


that Day to this to tempt me abo1 
Election. 


Here I think it neceſſary by the wa 


Ones, leſt they turn the beginning 
my Experiences to a wrong uſe : Som. 
may be tempted to- think, that thc 

they profane the Sabbath, and triff 
away their time as I did, God may: 
meet with them at laſt, as he hat! 
done with me. The Lord grant tha 
none who read this may entertain ſuch 
Thoughts. I would have none ven 


1 

bounded to me. Tho' God went o E 
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People. I would have young Ones re 


ragement to them in the uſe of all ax +: 


Of Mary Hurll. 417 
ointed Means. I would adviſe ſuch 
d chooſe good Company, to read good 
ooks, eſpecially the Bible, the Book 
f Books, and to hear Soul-ſearching 
iniſters as much as they can. Such 
s are-found in God's way, may expect 
o find God in due time. He that ſhall 
ome, will come, and will not tarry, 
e. He will not tarry beyond his own 
ime, tho' it may ſeem. long to the 
zoul that is waiting for him. But I 
all prevent my ſelf if I launch out 
arther.“ 4 
] ſhall now return to what I was 
pon before. After that Combat with 
h mꝙPatan was over, I return'd to my for- 
woulg"er Inquiry about the knowledge of 

e thFaith, but I remain'd ignorant of what || 
dinanlt Was at that time. By this time 1 
et had ſerv'd my Apprenticeſhip, Which 
ges reas eight Years, I bad then attain'd- 
t loy$"< Age of Sixteen, and. was very fear- 
V fhaſjo-of being left to my ſelf for fear of | 
neon iberty. Ihberefore 1-defir'd to be Ap- 
all auPrentice a ſecond time, tho I had: un- 
dime! 53 dergone 
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3 dergone an hard Apprenticeſhip in ti. 
= firſt ; knowing the want of what wa he: 
neceſſary, tho' not of what was bel as 
3 feeing that was beſt which T had. Fe 
=. was afraid of Liberty, leſt I ſhould bY we 
| drawn aſide by ill Company, and Fai: 
ſhould loſe the Convictions I then hand 
I thought I had better chooſe to knoyime 
Hardſhips in the World, than to venſſſed.: 
ture falling into Snares: And this wahle / 
the whole Reaſon which made me wilÞlefl 
ling to be Apprentice again. So I we o 
to ſerve in another Place ApprenticÞled 
five Years. etil 
* Thoſe I next lived with were Profjave 
feſſors. When I was ſettled in myþnd 
Place, I began to conſider the State ofrue 
my Soul; I again enquir'd what knowgro\ 
ledge I had yet of Faith; but uponps i 
Examination could not find I had anyFait 
right knowledge of it. I was veryggrou 
much troubled to think I ſhould. heaqgeſh 
the Word ſo long, and obtain noknowg ha 
ledge. Then that Scripture was broughqyas 
0 my mind, F the Goſpel be hid, if ien 
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Of Mary Hurll. 49 


in ti A te them that are loſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. 
at wi hen I concluded that I was one that 
s beſas loſt, for the Goſpel was hid from 
ad. We (as to the underſtanding of it, tho“ 
uld bl was under the hearing of it.) I re- 
ind ſſhain'd after this a long time troubled 
n haqhnder the Senſe that I was loſt, In due 
knoyime another Word was deeply impreſ- 
o venfſed. upon my mind, Chri// came to fave | 
is waſghe loft Sheep of Iſrael, Matth 15. 23. 0 
e wilpleſſed be his Name that ever ſuch a 
[ wenfWord ſhould come to me! I was ena» } 
*enticÞled thro? Grace to turn that Word into 
betitions, deſiring that Chriſt would 
e Proſave me. After this I was concern d 
n mphnder an Apprehenſion that I had no 
tate offirue Grace, I thought if I had I ſhould 
knowPprow in Grace, but I found I was ſtill 2 
uporſs ignorant about the knowledge of 
id an Faith as at the firſt, which was a great 
; veryfrouble to me; for I believ'd the Ne- 
1 heaſteſſity of baving Faith, and I now ſee 1 
ow had it, tho? then 1 knew it not. 1 
oughtas-a. long time troubled under the 
, ze iſſenſe of the Sin of Ignorance. But 
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God was pleaſed often to give me th: 
- Scripture, Then ſhall ye know, if ye fol 
lom on to know him: And that made m 
earneſt from Day to Day with God 
that he would teach me Knowledgall.: 
And thus I remain'd a great while, en 
ly begging for Knowledge. Being con 
cern'd to find I did not get forwards 
I had that Scripture given in, IF tho, 
ſesebeſt her as Silver, &c. Prov. 2. 4, ic : 


t Then ſhalt thou underſtand the Fear of th 
Lord, and find the Knowledge of God. 
thought with my felt, that one W. 
had loſt Silver, eſpecially if it were { 
that he had no more to ſupply hi 
Wants, with what Diligence would he 
look after it? Likewiſe, if a Beggat 
& heard of a hid Treaſure, what Pain 
would he take to come at it? Which F 
thought did fitly repreſent my-Calec 
Now I knew my ſelf to be on& tha 
bad nothing, and deſerv'd nothing that 
was good. By this Word I. Was in 
formed 1 qughic to uſe all Diligence 1 
er a druck kaouiedge of Cod, and at 
= jntereſſ 
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tereſt in Chriſt, but ſtill apprehend-. 
I remain'd ignorant of this true and 
ght Knowledge. 1 
In the mean time JI was exercis'd! 
ith many outward Afflictions, hie 
ade me often think I did not belong 
> God. I apprehended the A ffliò ions 
met with to be Tokens of God's Dif- 
leaſure, and fo a Sign that I was not. 
is in a peculiar manner. Then God 
Fhro? his rich Grace brought in another 
Vord to me, Rev. 3. 19. As many as T 
ve, I rebukes and chaſten, He that is 


Si:hout Chaſtiſement, is a Baſtard, and 
„ Son, Heb. 12. 8. And this was a 
10 ty to me for a ittle while, hoping 
BF hat God's Dealings were in Love. But 
Palnvhen n$v A fflictions came, I was rea- 


nich I fo queſtion it again; however the 
Calc Scripture laſt mention'd was often 
> that ;rought to my mind. Butraſter this | 
g thaſpegan to put it off with theſe Conſide- 
as in Fations. I believ'd that all that God 
KETRovd he chaſten'd.; but I thought it 
nd affwas no Argument that all he chaſten' d, 
ereſß | __ boy 
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hie lov'd. I thought there were man 


4 N 


= long'd to God. I thought this mig] 
be my Caſe, and 1 might have Tro 


be in Love. I was exercig'd. with mi: 
WW ny Temptations, which made me thin 
gain I did not belong to God. 


> "Temptations, and to reſerve the Unjuj 
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in the World who had greater AM 
tions than I, who never peculiarly b. 


bles here, and Torments for ever here 
after. I thought I could be willin 
to bear any Trouble, ſo I knew it 


thought ſuch as were the Children « 
God indeed, were not exercis'd wit 
the Temptations that I was; whic 
| Apprehenſions made me fink, doubtin 
my Intereſt in God. Then that Scr. 
ture was given into my mind, The Lo 
knows how to delia the Godly ont 


/ 


: 


Wo the Day of Judgment to be Puniſhe: 
W 2 * 2. 9. I thought hereupon wat! 
my ſelf, Is it ſo? Does God know ho\ 


I to deliver the Godly out of Tempta 
tion? Then I may infer the Godly ar 
in Temptation; fo I thought I woul 
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mari more conclude that I was a Soul not 
At onging to God by reaſon of Tem 

ly bon, finck the Word told me, that 
mig Godly are in Temptations. 5 


Tro 
* here 
villin 
it 
h m- 
> thin 


After this I was exercis'd with other 
Mictions, which were the means of 
covering to me. the Sin and Corrup- 
dn that dwelt within me; inſomuch 
at I ſaw my ſelf full of Ignorance” 
id Darkneſs, and knew not Which 


dd. ay to look, having Afflictions withs: 
wy t, and Sin and Corruption within. 
wi 


his made me queſtion again, whether 
ere was any thing of the Work of 
race yet upon me, but I could not 
aw a full Concluſion that there was 
ne. I then renew'd my former 


whic 
ubtin! 
Scr1 
18 Lo⸗ 


% Fhoughts; If I have Grace, why do I 
apt grow? For I thought my ſelf as 


mmiſl*Yrorant of Faith and Repentance as 


| WIE the firſt. I thought they that had 
hoque Grace did grow, and if I had Grace 
-MPUEhould grow, unlefs ſome ſecret Sin 
Hy ard not yet ſee. hinder'd the growth 
woult it, Upon this I enquir'd what 
. might 
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might be the hindrance to my gettin: 
forward; I thought it might be m. 
fixing too much on the Creature ant 

Creature-Comforts, tho? at that time 
bad little or nothing to fix upon, nei 
ther did I know I did fix upon an; 
thing in an inordinate way. Yet by 
WW rcaſon of the Deceit of my Heart, | 
thought I might do it and not kno 
| it. So upon this Suſpicion of my (el 
I defir'd of God he would wean me 
pom the World and the Things off 
Time, as a Child is weaned from the 
1 Breaſt: I deſir'd that as the Nipple 
of the Breaſt were imbitter'd to the 
Child, that it might not taſte thi 


* 
, 


| Sweetneſs of the Milk, ſo the thing 


o 


of this World might be imbitter'd t: 
me, that 1 might taſte no Sweetneſs 
dor ſee any Excellency in any thing be 
= neath Himſelf; and this in order tq, 
my being brrought to Himſelf, | 
& thought, as when a Child is weap" 
\ | 
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from the Breaſls, and eats more nouf 
© riſhing Food, it grows, and at laft be 
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tinfWomes a Man; fo it would be with me, 


m) 
and 
Me 
nei 
an 
t by 
rt, | 
Kno 
ſelf 


n me 
g8 0 
1 thcan'd from the Things of Time. But 


rie may ſay that in all this God dealt 
0 


e the 
thing 
rea te 
etnels 
ng be 
Jer te 
elf. 
Vean' 
S nou 
aft. be 
come 


I were wean'd from the Things of 


Grace. 


hild. For as when the Child is wean- 


ſother to provide ſomething better 


1 


o 
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After this God was pleas'd to an- 
wer my Prayer, but I may fay it was 
y terrible Things in Righteouſneſs. 
or every thing 1 had to do with ei- 
ier leſs or greater, became a Croſs to 
ne. I was for a Time exercis'd with © 
nany Afflictions, in order to the being 


: 
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1 
- 
- 
* 
o 


ime. I thought I ſhould then come 
> the Knowledge of God, and gros- 


ith me as a Mother doth with her 
ng from the Breaſt, it's uſual ſor the 


an ordinary inſtead of the Breaſt; ſo 
lid God provide a Word for me that 
as better than all other Things to 
ne; it was that Scripture in Joh 16, 
3. Tx the World: you ſhatl have Tribale-. 
don, bat in me Pence > Which was in 
moſt powerful as” efficacious Man- 
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ner impreſs'd upon me. The Afflict 
Tha I met with were at firſt very har 
to bear, till I was enabled to conſid 
E chus with my ſelf, (viz.) That I ha 
el d Peace ih Cod, Peace of Co 
Aeience, and Joy thro” believing 
| | Whereupon I reaſon'd with my fel 
8 Why ſhould I be unwilling to have 
nin God's own way, ſince the Word tol| 
me that in the World I ſhould hav: 
WE *xrouble, but in him Peace? And O 
WE was but reaſonable to accept of Tro 
ble, ſeeing I was fo willing to embrac 
Wn Peacc-: Then I deſir'd the Lord tha 
be would ſanctify Afflictions to m 
asd teach me by them, that I might 
be brought truly to himſelf: Thro' ric 
ä | Grace I could. then appeal to God that 
| 1 was williog to have Peace in his ow 
"Way. 80 that by this time the Trou 
Es "That, before was great and hard. t 
became. ca Y. , df E 
. alter this a new AiQtion fol et | 
ps, 1 Was ready to ſink 178 on | 


Sh I os ee former Conſol⸗ 
34. ms 


= 
I ee 


„ 


* 
— aw 


PRES 


Of Mary Hurll. © 


— 


* 
ON 


icon. Then God led me to new Refa 
ons. I conſider'd what Sin I might 
nd out by theſe Afflictions. I Was 
J haKade by my Afflictiops to fee I had a. 
Concret 'Truſt in the Creature, and Creas 
ving Wre-Comforts, which I knew not before. 

/ (cl then conſider'd what I had deſir'd of” 

ave Pod, viz. the imbittering the Things 
d tolWf Time, that I might be yy off - 
| havom them to Himſelf. Then Task d 
y ſelf forme QueRions : As, How didt”: 
Trou deſire this Thing? Was I willing that = 
braeÞod ſhould anſwer this Defire? Was 
| thalny Heart right in the matter? If ix 
mvas, Why then am I concern'd when 
mighKod is doing what I deſir'd? Then 1 
» I1CShought of the great Love and Mercy 
f God, that he ſhould condeſcend to“ 
S OWiear and anſwer me, and ſhould con- 
ern himſelf ſo much about me. E 4 
ird thought he might have ſaid of me 28s 
„ef Ephraim, Ephraim is join'd to Idols, 
| et him «lone. God might have let me 
Again one, to have cleav'd to the Creature 
niolaYnd periſtid for ever; but Bleſſed be 
tions Name he did not leave me ſo. A,, 
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After this I met with another Afi 
Sion. And that Scripture till cam 
in with every new Affliction, 1» 11 
World ye ſhall have Tribulation, & c. buf. a., 
under this Trouble I was ſinking as b R. 
| fore. Here it pleaſed God to lead ria 
to other Conſiderations. I thought ho\ ny 
Hard it was for me to be wean'd, or Nas 
would not need all theſe Afflictions. ai 
a thought I might liken my ſelf to a Bir Mha. 
upon the Tree, that was going from. ve 
wig to Twig, but ſtill remain 'd upoqhea 
the fame Tree: So I went from Creaſput 
ture to Creature, rather than can; e 
i rightly to God. Indeed I was as on on 
7 that ſtaid in the Birth, ready to takher 
bold of Things below, which for ext 
dime prevented me from mounting upſkhng; 
Wards. I conſider'd again with mou 

felf, chat God was uſing his Rod, aud rc 
might not I hear a Voice in it? And in. Pod 


| 
| i deed I thought I heard a Voice io ithyp 


WW after this manner: Soul, thou woulditf;oe 
tick, ſtop, and ſtay there, but. thoufake 
| 3 ſhalt not, thou ſhalt and muſt come to. . 

. N n 8 Mme. 5 . 
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e. Upon this I ſtood amaz'd at the 


a houghts of God's wonderful Love to 
_ e. Thought I, will God have me. 
© * s it were) whether I will or no? This 


Wdeed was wonderful. 
as be 


1d Me 
t ho\ 


But after all this I met with another 
rial, which I thought greater than 
ny I had met with before, or elſe it 


| — 

, or Fas becaule I was weary of bearing 

go Ifflictios or nearer to Deliverance. . 
7 


hat Scripture, In the World ye ſball- 
fronfl..e 7 5k pea &c. as , 
pv ew Troubles, ſo came along with this: 
1 £2Put alas! I was again ſinking as much 
canes ever. Which ſhew'd me that the 
15 ONFonſolations I had receiv'd in my for- 
) taker Afflictions, would not ſerve for the 
for ext. So hat I had need to depend 
8 up-ppon the God of Grace, I was ſo caſt 
q own under this Trial, that for a time 
|, and refus'd Comfort from the Word of 
nd in. od. I thought with my ſelf, that for 
io upught I knew I was {till a Stranger of 
ouldi$;od ; and then what had 1 to do to 4 


t thoufake hold of his Word, or ene 
Ip "Ml 


me, 5 _ 
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> Comfort from it? But the Lord did 
not leave me here. 1 defir'd if I be. 
long'd to him, or that the Scripture, 
which was always brought to my mind 
in my Afflictions, belong'd to me, if 
I might lay hold of it, take Comfort 
from it, and not fin in ſo doing, hel 
g would pleaſe to let me know it; that 
he would ſo order it in the way of his 
Providence, that I might hear it ſpoken 
from in ſome Sermon or other. After 
Wy this Deſire had paſs'd, I was troubled 
ia my. Spirit, and reafon'd thus with 
my ſelf: What was I now about? Muſt 
WW 1: dire&t the Almighty ? Could not J 
nt believe? Muſt he take ſuch a way to 
WW raiſe up my Faith? Yet notwirhſtand- 
Wy ing I thus blam'd my ſelf, I could not 
belp having ſtil” the ſame Deſire; and 

God was pleagd graciouſly: to anſwer 
WM this Deſire the very ſame day. I had 
not then diſcover'd theſe Thoughts to 
any Perſon living; but that very day 
chere came one to the Houſe where ! 
| then liv'd, to repeat a Sermon; Wu» IG. 
. — . * : 9 : he! 
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> nam'd the Text, it was, T the bs 
110 Je ſhall have Tribulat ion, bat be of 
od ly I have overcome the World.. 
he Proofs were that in the 119th 
alm, ver. 67, 71. It is good for me 
at I have been afflicted; before I was af<- 
ited I went aſtray, but now have I kept 
Mord. So that in the 2 Cor, 12. 7. 
nd thrre was given to me a Thorn in the | 
liſh, a Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, 
I ſhould be ws above meaſure. For 
is thing 1 beſoughit the Lord thrice,” that * 
might depart from me: And he anſwer d, 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, 1 6 
trength ſhall be made perfect in Wea neſs. 
his Text and all wee, Proofs were ſo 
pen'd, that it went on with all that I 
id before experienc'd, as if he that had 
reach'd it had known all that I had 5 
ass d throꝰ; but tho he that preachd. 
could not know yet he that directed | 
did know. I Was all that time as 
ne amaz'd, being ſurpriz d at the ha- 
ng, fo ſpeedy an Anfwer to my Pe, 4 


1 
Aster oo 


E — ” 


32 The Experiences 


After this I went to live a Servant 


with my Aunt my Father's Siſter 
where I remain'd two Years, whillt | 


was there, my Father's Uncle, wh 


Was a good Man, often came to the 
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Houſe. He would often ſpeak to me 


encouraging me in the way to Heaven 


He ask'd me who Chriſt was, whic 
indeed at that time I could give no an 


ſwer to. He told me that Chriſt was 
the Son of God; that he was God-Man 
and that he is the Saviour of all them 


that. come to him and believe in him 


He told me, he would not have me 
be diſcouragꝑ'd; he believ'd God had x 
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Deſig of Grace towards me. But up. 


des I ſaw, that I was ignorant. of 
Chriſt, as the way to Life and Salvati 


1 on. 1 then deſir'd of Ged, that hi 
EF would teach me true Knowledge, tha 
F E:might know what it was to come to 
I Chriſt, T7 N 
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berewith I was much affected, but 
eould not remember afterwards what 


heard 
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Wy 2 ard, The day after the hearing of 
ill! is Sermon my Uncle came to me a- 
hin, and he * of me how I 
o th what was eliver'd in that Ser-. 
) mel I told him I lik d it, and was 


e ected with it, but could not remem - 
vhic % 
10 an 
t was 
Man 
them 
him 
e Mme 
had a 
at up- 
int of 
lvati 


er ſo as to give him any account of i 
hen he told me there were ſour things 
that Sermon which he would have 
e. remember, ſhewing how a Soul 
10uld come to Chriſt; viz. I ſhould 
ndeavour to ſee Chriſt by an Eye of 

arch, I ſhould run to him by the Feet 

Faith, I ſrould lay hold on him b 
he Hand of Faith, I ſhould feed on 
im by the Mouth of Faith. Theſe 

oy I heard, but I was ignorant how 

o do it. I fell under a Concern of 
ind, feating I ſhould never be a true 
FThriſtian; ſo that I was again trou- 
ed, appreliending I did: not belong. 
% God, and I remain'd under theſe 


buff boughts for a conſiderable time, but 
hat Tudeavour'd (till to keep in the uſe of 
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neardſAcans, hearing the Word of Gd. 
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Once going to hear a Sermon, th 
Devil ſuggeſted the following 'Tempt: 
tions to me. What did 1 go to he 
che Word for, I did not belong to Goc 
ms He told me, if I went to hear I ſhoul 
be like Jonas in the Ship, the Shi 
could not paſs till Jonas was caſt out 
ni like manner, if I went among tl 
We Fcople of God, their Prayers would no 
= paſs, they would not have Acceſs mon 
= God, nor Acceptance with him, be 
W=- cauſe I was there. This was back*d wit 
another Scripture, where it was ſaid 
= Pray not for this People, for I will nl 
Fear; make the Hearts of this People fat 
a their. Ears heavy, and blind thei 
Hes; leſt they ſee with the Eye, aud hea 
mil the Far, and underſtand with th 
* Heart, and be converted, and I ſhould hel 
em. At that time I did not know the 

Devil could ſuggeſt Scripture : I believ'd 
= the Word to be God's Word, and chere. | 
EF fore did not know but I might higderÞ® 8 
WE the Prayers of God's People, if I wen rde 
= + amonglt them. Again, I thought wich 
| 333777 
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y ſelf, that for ought I knew I might 
t belong to God, and fo he might for- 
id his People praying for me. But the 
ord was with me, and tho? I knew it 
ot till afterwards, was pleas'd to aſſiſt 
ein my Reſolutions. I thought with 
y ſelf, that altho' I did not belong to 
od, and ſhould hinder the Prayers of 
Wis People, yet I would go this one time 
mong them, and I would fee and make 
Tryal before I gave an entire Credit 
o theſe Suggeſtions. 3 
When I came, he that was in Prayer 
vas earneſt with God for every Soul them © 
reſent. He pleaded with God that e- 
ery Soul might be con incd and con- 
erted, that every Soul there preſent 
ight be brought ſavingly to Chriſty + 
hat evety Soul might have a true and 
ght Knowledge of Himſelf; andethushe 2 
ent on, at the end of every Peten 
$ 0n6 amaz'd, to think how God, had 
rderꝭcʒ the matter. I belie vid that God 
new m be there; I believ'd e 
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if he had forbid his Servant praying Met. J 
me, he would not have permitted high * 
to pray for every Soul preſent, ſeeing and 
was one. I was then made to ſee I ith 
| not hinder the Prayers of God's People © 
but had an Intereſt in them : So then Ne | 
_— Knew that what I met with by the wage t 
vas from the Devil; and I went awaſÞ"t 1 
Wy from that Sermon with Courage, the di 
rich Grace, to believe. I believ'd th en 
altho' I was then ignorant, God woul hat 
hear his Peoples Prayers for me, and i 
due time I ſhould have Knowledge ac 
WF cording to what had been pray'd for. 
Some weak Chriſtians, from what ha 
been now mention'd, may take occafio 
wy to inquire, ſince the Devil may ſuggellif 
Scriptare, how they may know = 
Scripture is given in by God or ſug 
geſted by Satan? You muſt always ol 
1 Sk if you would know this, the Te 
dency and End. Whatever comes fro 
God, bas always a Tendency to lead tt 
hid; but when ſuggeſted by Satan, if 
[ hath a Tendency to drive us fram him 
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et I would have all prize the Word ok 
od as his Word, tho' brought by the 


g | 


| hi 


ing land of an Enemy. I usd to think 
Iich my ſelf, if a Friend ſhould ſend 
pee © Letter, and this Letter come by 
hende Hand of an Enemy, I might won- 


er that the Enemy brought it fafe : 
ut J ought not to diſregard it, becauſe 
de brought it, ſince it came from, a 
'riend ; I ſhould more mind the Friend 
hat ſent it, than him that brought it. 
o would I advife Souls to take the 
e Nord of God, remembring it is the WI 
Yr. Nord of a Friend, tho? an Enemy ſhould © 
at ha&Þ10g it to mind; and let ſuch plead | 
aſiollvith God wor a right Underſtandingand 
gel xperimental Knowledge of it, and this 
BY s one way to fruſtrate the Deſign of 
um that brought it. But I ſhall not 
aliſt farther upon this. 2 
Ten I was after this very thought ful about 
fronlhetting a right Knowledge of Chriſt, | 
ad tut could not find I got forward. For 
an. i time I was much per plex d in my mind, 
imad thought it was not ſo with God's 
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"Children : then that Scripture was 5 given 
P/al..42.5, where David reaſon; 
awith kimſelf, ſaying, Why art thou cal 
down, O my Soul, ana why art thou diſqui 
eted within me? Truſt in God, for I ſhal 
jet praiſe him, who is the Health of m 
Countenance, pr my God. This gave 
me {ome new Encouragement to hope! 
might be the Lord's. It ſhe w d me alſo 
when I ought to exerciſe Faith and 
| Truſt 1 in God. I deſir'd therefore that 
' the would enable me to do it, as he did 
| his Servant of old. 
I After this I heard a Sermon from that 
Text, Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, 
; whoſe Mind is lay d onthe, becauſe he truſt 
L 2 Zo thee, Iſa. 26.3. The Minifter ſhew'd 
a Soul od ftay his Mind ou 
7. 5 even as a weak or a lame Man, 
ho has no Strength, ſtaid himſelf up- 
on his Staff, ſo fhould the Soul in the 
- apprehenſion of his own Weakaeſs ſtay 
?  hirgſelf.0n: Chriſt for his Support and 
ve and a Soul that thus ſtays it 
Won Cui 88 a Fromiſe ol 0) | 
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xeing kept in perfect Peace. I thought 
t that time my Mind was ſtay'd upon 
he Lord, which gave me ſome encou- 
agement that in due time I ſhould at- 
ain to the Knowledge of him. 

After this Theard many Sermons from 
hat Paſſage of Scripture, Thou art my. 
Portion, O Lord, Pſal. 119. 57.1 believ'd, © 

hen I heard theſe Sermons, that God 
was an excellent Portion; and I con- 
Fuded them to be the only happy Ped- 
ple that had him for their Portion: But 
thought, what is all this to me, if I can». iſ 
ot find he is my Portion? All the Ser= - 
nons I heard from that Text did not fa- : 
Fisfy me that God was my Portion. 
hen 1-thought, O that I could but. 
now, ſtill deſiring the Lord to be my 
ortion. I had this Reflection within; {| 
y ſelf, that if the World anda Crown - 
as to be put on the one hand, and 
riſt and the Croſs on the other, he- 
Her of theſe I ſhould be willing to chuſe; 
thought my Heart reply'd, I coul 
muſe Chriſt and the Crots rather than 


e of 


eing 


© Power, ſo that I could not withſtan- 
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the World and ten Crowns. But I a 


Crofs: So that this, I thought, could be 


upon Iremain'd under Trouble, ſtill de- 


7 


if 1 
again reflected, that my Heart was de ellen 
ceitſul and deſperately wicked abo 
all things, who could know it? And 
might be, if I were put to the Tryal, 
and ſhould have half a World ſet with 
a Crown on one Hand of me, and Chriſt 
and the Croſs on the other, it might bc 
I ſhould chuſe the half World with the 
Crown rather than Chriſt with the 


no Mark or Evidence to me. Where. 


firing to know that God was my Por. 
tion. And at length, in due time, for e-. 
ver bleſſed be his Name, he was pleas'd Ike 
to let me know it : That Word was Go 
brought in with Power upon my Soul 8 
Ia. 43. 25. I even 1 aw be that blottetifof F 
"put thy Tranſareſſions for mine own ſakt, ther 


and will not remember thy Sins. I may 1 ret 


ſay thro? rich Grace, that this Word Was 
was brought to me with an irrefiſtibl: judg 
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Of Mary Hurll. At: 
if I would. Then was I enabled to 
elieve that God was my Portion. 

Soon after this I was laid upon a ſick 
Bed. . The Illneſs I labour'd under con- 
inu'd for a Quarter of a Year. In that 
ime I experienc'd much of God, 1 
ould then ſay, tho* my Heart and my 
leſh fail'd, yet God was the Strength of 
Heart, and my Portion for ever. Af- 
er this he was pleas'd to lead me gra- 
ually into the ſight of my felf, ſo that 
vas made to fee the Darkneſs of my 
nderſtanding, . the hardneſs of my 
Por. Heart, and the per verſneſs of my Will, 
or e. Iinſomuch that I thought there was none- 
easdllike me. I thought that ſuch as were 
wal Chriſtians were diſcourſing of the tlings 
Soul, of God, they could ſpeak ofa new Birth, 
ttethof Faith and Repentance : But this 1 
ſake thought my ſelf a Stranger to; ſo that 
may fl return d to my Fears again, that there 
Vord Was nothing right in me. But I then 
ſtibl Hudg'd that if there was nothing right in 
dane me, it was high time there ſhould. ' 1 
ü thought if I continu'd where I was, 1. 
| 32 .I  ſhauld 
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| ſhould periſh, and if I went forward | 
could but periſh, whereupon I woul 
* endeavour to go forward.; if I peri{h'd 
I ͤperiſh'd. I then reſolv'd with my {el 
I would inquire after God and the 
Knowledge of his ways in good earneſt 
as tho' it were the firſt day I had thought 
of Heaven and Happineſs. I thought 
I would now begin afreſh ; but alas ! l 
knew not the way, till the Lord gave in 
that Scripture to me, Iſa. 5 5. 7. Let the 
Wicked iy ie his Way, and the anrighte- 
cus Man his Thoughts ; and let him retarl 
unto the Lord, and he mill have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for hs will abundaat- 
9 pardon. So ſoon as that Word was 
impreſs'd upon my Mind, I conſider'd Was 
| firtt who it pointed to, viz. to the wii. 
Wicked; I then examin'd my ſelf, whe- Ithen 
ther Iſaw my ſelf of that number. In-. Ia tir 
- deed I could not then poſſibly charge Day 
my ſelf with ſuch Sins, as God had becn} re! 
| 7 775 pleas dito keep me from ; yet itim. 
1 thought I might ſee my ſelf of the not 
number of the Wicked, ſo long as 17 not 
2 4 7 I " * : | | Ss 1 8 2, UCH | Me 
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uch a Stranger to the true Good: 8d 1 
pprehended that Scripture pointed at 
e. Tagain examin'd my ſelt, whether 
was willing to forſake my Ways and 
Thoughts that were evil, i. e. fo far as 
knew them to be evil, and if I was 
villing to turn to God, My Heart re- 
ply'd, I was truly willing to forſake 
yhat I knew to be evil, and to be the 
ord's. Ihen there were two Scrip- |} 
r theſtures in an extraordinary manner im- 
gte. Ipreſs d upon me, to let me know what 4 
tur God had done for me. One was in 
4p Exe. 16. 8. where it is ſaid, When I 
dan. Paſſed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold 
was time was 4 time of Love. The other 
lerdf|was P/al. 110. 3. Thy People ſhall. be | 
» the vling in the Day of thy Power. I. Was 
whe then made to ſee, that there had beers © 
In · I time of God's Love to me, and the 
arge Day of his Power. had paſs'd upon me. 
been reflected, that if there had not been a 
; yet time of Love, I that was dead could 
theſl not have been made alive; and if Lhad 
was not been made alive, I could not 3 E | 
13 N 5 * * en 
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been inquiring after the Living God, 
I 1] was made to fee alſo that a Day o 
his Power had paſs'd, or elfe I that 
was unwilling, could not have been 
made willing to be the Lord's. The 


I conſider'd the latter part of the. for. 


mer Scripture, And turn to the Lord and 
he will have mercy upon thee, and to ow 
God for he will abundantly Pardon. thee, 


T was from hence led to fee, how ſuit- 


able God's pardoning Mercy was to 
my Sins. I had ſin'd to abundance, 
and here was a Promiſe made to par. 
don to abundance. Thus I came to 
know, thro? rich Grace, that this Pro- 
miſe belong'd to me: For having ex. 
| pericnc'd the former part of the Verſe, 
I was enabled with Comfort to apply 
the latter, for ever bleſſed be the Name 


- of the Lord. | 
© Afterwards the Lord gave me ano- 


ther Scripture, which was Mat. 1 2. 20. 
The bruiſed Reed he fhall not break, no 
ſuench the ſmoaking Flax, till he bring 
fur Tadgment unto Victory. Here | 
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as made firſt to conſider, what the 


1y O8Wnoaking Flax and bruiſed Reed were; 
that believ'd them to be meant of weak 
_ hriſtians, ſuch as had but ſmall de- 

e 


rees of Grace (as I have heard that 
"Wcripture ſo explain'd) but then we 
nuſt look to it, that theſe ſmall de- 


| ourFrees be true. I therefore inquir'd ef 
thee, y ſelf, whether 1 had any true Grace. 
ſuit-W had heard from others, that the De- 

S toWires of Grace were Grace, Then 1 


1nce Kexamin'd my ſelf, whether any ſuch 


par · Peſires were wrought in me; I thought 


PPlyBErdeavours. I thought in things of a 
amefſcivil Nature, if a temporal Good were 
offer'd to a Perſon, eſpecially if it was 


ano-Eto one that ſtood in need of that Good, 


20. ſuch a Perſon is not us'd to fit till, and 
nor only ſay there is a good Offer made me; 
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here were, but I ask'd again, How } 
ſhould I do to know they were true 
and ſincere Deſires ? As to this, I found 
them ſuch as were accompany'd wich 


but he will be found in the diligent uſe. * 
of tboſe Means which are moit likely 
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Wiſe to Grace; indeed it is a Promiſe 

) his own Work. It is ſaid, The brai. 

Reed and ſmoating Flax ſhall not be 
| oken or quench'd, but it ſhall bring forth 
Wudement unto Victory. Thus God ſhows 
Die particular Care he takes of ſuch. 
ere then I was made to ſee a Promiſe 
f increaſe of Grace, that ſo by virtue 
f what IT ſhould receive from God, I 
ould in due time obtain the Victory 


thus 
that 
God 
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ind according to the Faith the Lord 


ed be his Name, the Truth of it. 

After this God led me to another 
Word, where he promiſes to give a 
ew Heart, Fzek. 36.26, I then thought J 


ind full, and politive, without Condi- 
jon: But to whom is this made? I 


heir need of a new Heart, and that it 

as not enough for me to ſay in a ge- 

neral way, I had a hard Heart, but it 
5 5 Was 
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ver Sin and Satan, and Death and Hell. | 


ave me in this Promiſe, I heve ſince 4 ; 
n ſome good meaſure experienc'd, bleſ- * i 


ith my ſelf, that this Promiſe is free, " 


believ'd it muſt belong to ſuch as ſaw 
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Was fit T ſhould inquire, wherein tig 
Hardneſs of the Heart does conſiſt 
Without this I thought I ſhould nd 
come aright to God for the fulfilling d 
this Promiſe. In order therefore to thi 
I thought I ſhould inquire what Sin is 
this I thought I might ſee in the Suſſſo m. 
ferings of Chriſt, and how dear it cose 7, 
our Saviour. I conſider'd further of this zo 
Love of God in giving of Chriſt, tliſotne 
Love of Chriſt in his Undertakings ; | 
cConſider'd who it was that ſuffer'd, for 
whom, and from whom he ſuffer'd, and 
the degrees of his Sufferings. I thought 
bol theſe things more particularly thaqᷓ did 
_'Lcan now leave them in Writing. ¶ ſho 
reflected with my ſelf again, that if Ihe { 
Could think of Sin, and not be affictedBJnqui 
if I.could think of ſuch Love and Mer 
cy, and not be affected; then I might: 
cry out, an hard Heart indeed, a blind 
Mind, and a {leepy Conſcience indeed hat 
Then I thought, what Reaſon had-ſuclf can 
a once as I ro plead hard with God tanan) 
make that great and gracious Premilain| 
"HIP 2000 
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ood to me, That I might have a new + 
leart, that I might be afflicted for Sin, 
nd affected with Love and Mercy, 
ad that I might watch more againſt 

in than ever J had done. | 

in is After that Scripture, it was given in 
2 Sulffto me, That Chriſt ſuffer'd for Sinners, 
t colWhe Juſt for the Oral, that he might bring 

of this to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. This gave me 
t, tliſorne Hope that he dy'd for me, who 

gs; Nas a Sinner and Unjuſt; but I reflected 
d, ſoſpgain how neceſſary it was I ſhould in- 
1, anQhuire, what Faith I had concerning my }! 
oughFall in the firſt Adam. For I thought if 
tha did not ſee how I fell in the firſt Adam, 
g. ſhouldnotſeekaright my Recovery by 
it if Ihe ſecond, the Lord Jeſus. I therefore 
Iced iaquir'd about my Faith concerning the 
Mer al of the firſt Adam. The Scripture 
mighFndeed is very clear, that we all fell in 

blinq aan, but I thought this no Argument 
deed hat my Faith about it was clear. When 4 
d ſuei came to examine this matter, I found 
od tqmany carnal Reaſonings in my ſelf a- 
'GmiiÞainſt the Belief of it. I thought with - !] 
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my ſelt, how could it be that I ſhould 
fall in another, and one-that was ſo ma- 
ny hundred Years before me? But the 
Lord gave me to conſider what was the 
firſt Sin which caus'd the Fall, and by 
the Scriptures I underſtood it to be Pride 
and Unbelief. It was Pride, in that A. 
dam aim d to be as God, knowing Good ot 
and Evil; and Unbelief appear'd, in one 
that he hearken'd unto Satan, and diſ- has 
--obey'd God. I then inquir'd if any of ¶ bro! 
theſe Sins dwelt in me; and upon a ſtrict I Be/ 
SexcehT found they dwelt in my Nature; ¶ did 
Which I thought was ſufficient to con- N was 
vince me that I fell in Adam, ſince the ¶ ma 
Het Sin that came into the World was I Sin: 
Found in my Nature, Next I examin'd I wit 
ny. Faith about Children, whether I be- my 
Flicy*d that every Child was born in Sin, I bri 
and that there was Sin enough in every 
Child to condemn and deſtroy it for e- Ito 
ver, unleſs God interpos'd with his infi- IVa 
Jie Mercy, and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. ÞÞ fr 
aa upon this Inquiry a great deal of I v 
Eggbelict in my Heart, from whence 18 
n Ceœede 
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ceeded many carnal Rea ſonings: As 
how could it be that a Child who could 
not think or act, ſhow'd have {o much”; 
Sin? But the Lord anſwer'd me from 
his Word, in that Text of Scripture 
which was then brought to my Mind; 
Job. 14. 4, Who can bring a clean thing 
out-of an untlean ? Not vie, HOW can- 
one that is a Sinner bring forth one that 
has no Sin? That Scripture was alſo 
brought to my remembrance, E. al. 5 1. 5. 
Behold I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin 
did my Mother conceive me. By theſe E 
was convinc'd of Original Sin, and was 
made to ſee chat from thence all actual 
Sins did flow. Whereupon I pleaded 
with the Lord that he would change 
my Heart, and renew my Nature and 
bring me ſavingly to himſel.. 
Upon this God gavein that Scripture - 
to me, Mat. 1. 31. Thou ſhalt call his 
Name Jeſus, for he ſhall ſave hit Pegple 
from their Sins. I then inquir'd whether 
I was willing to part with my-Sins, that 
I might be ſav'd in the way of his on 
<2 E 2. appointments 
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appointment. I could then ſay, I delir(M 
to be enabled to part with all my Sin Put 
and conſented to part with them that! 
might be ſa d. I then inquir'd how : 
Soul might Know he had Chriſt ; here 
upon that Scripture was brought me, [| 
any Man be in Chriſt he is a new Creature 
old things are paſt away, behold all thing 
are become nem, 2 Cor. 5. 17. I reflectel 
with my ſelf, that fuch a Soul has new 
Affections, new Deſires, new Ends, and 
new Aims; that it will chuſe new Com. ert 
pany, and delight to converſe with fuch 
as fear God. I then ask'd my ſelf, whe: 
ther this was my Experience; to which 
my Heart reply'd, that bleſſed be God 
- thro? his rich Grace, I did thus expert 
ence it. 
After this I began to be thoughtful 
about the Ordinance of the Lord's Sup- 
per, believing it my Duty to attend it, 
but was very fearful about it, by reaſon 
of my want of a right Underſtanding, o 
the Nature of it. Whilſt I was thus ſol. 15 
licitous in my Mind, God ſo order 6 * 
tha” 


Tf Mary Hall, 59 
hat I heard many Sermons preach'd a- 


bout it. In thoſe Sermons the Miniſter - 
preſs'd ſuch as had any Knowledge of a 


eltr{ 
Sins 
hat! 


IOW 2 a ö f 

here that Ordinance in order to growth in 

ne, MCrace. He ſpoke much of the weighti- 

ture Ineſs of it, and how much it was the Du- 
} 


y of all that had true Grace, tho? in a a 
mall degree, to attend upon it. He de- 
'ver*dalſo the Marksof Grace, and ho- 
a Perſon might know when he was con- 
verted : And as I heard this, I could ſet - 
my Seal to it, that IJ had the Marks he 


thing 
ected 
new 
„ And 
om. 
ſuch 
whe-ſþmention'd 
yhich hof living in the Neglect of this, or any 
- Godſother Ordinance of God. This begat in 
perime great Thoughtfulneſs about coming 
to it, deſiring Direction from God that 

ntfull might come aright. I had heard an 
Sup - Expreſſion from Mr. Tomlins the Mini- 
1d it Iſter, whoſe Labours I then attended up- 
ca ſonl on to this purpoſe : “ We Men-Angels 
ng ol (meaning Miniſters) may gather ſuch 
8 ſol- “ into the viſible Church, which the 
vd it“ Spirit-Angel another day would caſt - 
th al E 3 „ out 370 


Work of Grace on the Heart to attend © 


mention'd. He likewiſe ſhew'd the Sin - 
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„ o t:“ Which made me the mon 
earneſt with God, that I might b 
brought in of him, and fo might not b 
caſt out another day. I alſo defir'd 0 
God, that if I might come to that Ord: 
.nance, he would incline ſome that hat 
been at it to ſpeak to me, andinform m 
about it. Some time after this God in 
clin'd the Officers of the Church to v 
ſit me where I liv'd. They ask d me 

what Experience I had had of the Deal inſc 
ings of God: I was enabld to give then wh 

Tome account. Whereupon they told ſoo! 

me, that what I ſaid I had found was off Fec 
— God, and the Work of the Spirit. Theyſſ the 
ſpoke to me concerning the Ordinanciſ to 
of the Supper, how much it was my Du 
Duty to attend it, and what Benefit gra 
might receive from it: They told mei due 

Jhould fin, if Lliv'd any longer in theſ co 
Neglect of it. They then earneſtly dre 
preſs'd me to go to the Miniſter, andſi tho 
ſpeak with him about it, and told meſ dea 
they would not leave me till I promis di cou 
I would, which accordingly ſoon rf; 52 ˙8 
d. 
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did. When I went to ſpeak with him, 
he deſir'd an Account of my Experi- 
.nce, which in ſome meaſure I gave 
him. He told me, the Account I had 


ven, was the Work of the Spirit; that 
he perceiv'd, I had been particularl 
convinc'd of the Sin of Unbelief; which 
is in Scripture mention'd as the Spirit's 
work only. He then told me it was 
Duty to attend the Lord's Supper, and 
inform'd me about the Nature of it, and 
what was to be underſtood by it; and 
ſoon after this he mention'd me to the 
People, in order to the being receiv'd 
the next opportunity. I went trembling 
to it, fearing I did not underſtand my 
Duty as I ought; but God was pleag'd 
raciouſly to meet me there at that time. 


Such, bleſſed be his Name, was the Dif 
covery he made of himſelf to me, as 
drew forth my Heart to him. I then 
thought there was nothing that Was 
dear, or near to me in the World, but 1 
It; 
Soon 


could part with it if God requir” 


at. 
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Soon after this God exercis'd me witt 

a Tryal. Thad then but one Siſter living 
in the World, having loſt two before; 

ſhe was marry*d about fifteen Miles from 
me. The Diſcovery the Lord made to 

me at the Sacrament was on the Sabbath 
Day; and the next day in the Morning] 

receiv'd a Letter that my Siſter was ta. 
ken Ill. She deſir'd to ſee me, if poſſi. 
ble. I being then engag'd in Buſinel, 
could not go preſently ; but on Hedneſdo 
there came a Man and Horſe for me, 
and told me, if I would ſee her alive, 1 
muſt come away ſtrait, I preſently re- 
flected on what I had ſaid to God, that 
there was nothing near and dear to me, 
but I could part with it, if he requir'd 
it; and now I thought he was about to 
try me,and I preſently believ*d he would 
remove this Siſter. I deſir'd of him that 
he would be with me, and give me a 
ready Submiffion to his Will, that hence 
I might know I lov'd him indeed, As 
I was on the Journey, Imeditated up- 
on Abraham He had but one Son, 1 
that 


— 


Of Mary Hurll. 57 


witli1;2: Son was the Son of the Promiſe : 
Vit God no ſooner commanded Abrabam 
o offer him up, than he obey'd. I 
hought, ſure Abraham's Son mult needs 
be as dear to him, as my Siſter was to 
Hoe. Again, I conſider'd that Abraham 
as but a Man, of the ſame Lump by 
Nature as my ſelf, and I believ'd God 
POul-Wto be the ſame in theſe days as in Abra- 
ine Was ; therefore I thought that God 
eſa.) that gave to Abraham ſuch a degree of 
men Faith, was able to give me Grace, and 
ve, bring me to a full Submiſſion to his 
Ve-. Will. This encourag'd me to plead with 
that him for it, that ſo I might.glorify God. 
me, Theſe Thoughts I had in my Journey, 
uir'dſſas going to ſee my Sifter. | 
ut to So ſoon as Icame to her, ſhe told me 
ouldBſhe had not long to ſtay with me. It 
that was on MWedneſday Night I came to her; 
me a the Tharſ/day ſhe ſeem'd ſomething bet- 
enceter; the Friday Morning early ſhe told 
As me it was the laſt day ſhe was to be with 
up- me, and anon ſhe ſhould be at reſt : 
andi She told me ſhe would not have me 
| troubled, 


1 


that he would fit her for his Will, an 
bring nie to it. About an Hour or tw 
. before ſhe dy'd, ſhe told me that wi 
muſt part, but ſhe would not have mt 

troubled, for we ſhould meet rogethq 
in a better Place, where we ſhould ne 


Clock that Evening; ſo that I was exer 
cis'd with this F 
Week's time after God's Diſcovery fff 
Himſelf to me at the Lord's Table. |! 
was at that time, thro? Mercy, brought 
in ſome meaſure toa Submiſſion to God 
'J Wil. | | = 
-- After this I had the Thoughts: of m 
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troubled, nor deſire Life for her, for \ſ#mi!" 
muſt tarry with me no longer than th 
Day. And here I could not but obfſery 
how God would not permit me to 
fire what was contrary to his Will. Th 
moſt I could beg of God that day, wa 


ver part. She was remov'd about. ſix; 


ryal in leſs than 


dl. 1 

Siſter often uppermoſt in my Mind 1 
when I awak'd, fo that J queſtiem d.*- 
With my ſelf, whether I had rightly and as 
really ſubmitted to the Will of God. Ne 


nm 


„ 


examin' ( . 
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amin'd my ſelf, whom I lov'd beſt, a 
ing Siſter, or a dying Saviour: If 1 
ed Chriſt beſt, how 1s it thus with 
Wc? Hereupon I deſir'd of God, that if 
Jad indeed ſubmitted to his Will, he 
ould let me know it; that he would di- 
rt my Thoughts from the Words of a 
ing Siſter to the Words of a dying Sa- 
Pour; and the Lord anſwer'd my Re- 
Weſt, bleſſed be his Name. I then 
Spd that God had a Love for me, and 
Wat I lov'd him. I walk'd in the Com- 
St of this Hope for ſome time, till that 
ripture was darted into my Mind, 
han Jt the Hope of the Hypocrite ſhould 
ery Mriſn: This (hew*d me that a Perſon 
le; Wight have a falſe Hope. I then deſird 
ough 69d that he would let me know What 
God rue Hope was; for that was it I was * 
ming after. Then came in that Word, 


of m bl. 1.2 . Chriſt in you the Hofe "Glo a . 
und Ireficted what a wonderful Mer- 
Hond it was, there was ſuch a Foundation 
ly and Ohriſtian's Hope. From hence my 


pe Was at that time ſtrengthen' d. 1 
1 | then 


Mg 
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then inquir'd of my ſelf, whether thi 
Vas the Foundation of my Hope ; whe: 
ther I believ'd in the Mercies of God 
upon the ſole account of Chriſt's Me 
rits. I was made to ſee there could in. 
' deed be no other Foundation of Hope 
for there was no deſert in my ſelf, ex- 
-, cept it were that of Hell and Wrath 
Which Chriſt came to ſave me from. 
Alter this another Scripture was im 
5 . upon my Mind, which was t 
lead me tothe Duty of Holy Meditation. 
They were thoſe Words in Pſal. 1. 2. 
He delighteth in the Law of the Lord, ani 
in his Law doth he meditate day and nicht, 
| Hereupon I concluded that real Chriſti. 
ans would be found in the Duty of Me- 
| ditation, Upon this I reſolv'd to exer- 
ciſe my ſelf in this Duty (but at that 
time I was not ſenſible of the difficulty 
of it) I retir'd to a Room for this pur- 
poſe, and when I came there I found 1 
my Thoughts much confus d and ram Cod 
bling (1 may ſay from one end of th:ElTho 
Earth to the other.) I then thoug!:Kppl 
N Sts Wit | 


m a | 
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thifſWwith my ſelf, I came here to think of 
hehe things of God, and not to have my 
God Thoughts ramble. I reflected again, 
Me What if I would watch my Thoughts one 
d in-Wuarter of an Hour, I might obſerve a 
ope Nnultitude of Thoughts, but find it hard 
e have one ſerious Thought, of God, or 
rath Wor him. So that I thought I had rea- 
n. Joa to ſtand and wonder, that God did 
im Not cut me off, and caſt me among the 
as t: Damned. But whilft I was thus think - 
tion ag, my Thoughts were ſtill rambling; 
1. 2. that I was convinc'd I had not power 
, anilover a Thought, and that my Strength 
ht. was but Weakneſs, my Wiſdom-Folly, 
riſti-Yand my Light but Darkneſs. However i 
Me · I till reſolvd I would be found in this 
exer · Puty before I went 90 tho it were | 
that ſever ſa hard and difficult; but alas! 1 
cultyſſwas convinc'd I could do nothing, but 
pur-· muſt look to God for all. _ 
ound Under the Senſe of this I went to 
ram Iod, deſiring that he would direct my 
F the Thoughts and aſſiſt me. When I thus 
N F : gro- 


oe; 3 * —_ 
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i -graciouſly to meet me; tho I muſt fa 
to my Humiliation, I did not come tt 
| Him aright, till I was convinc'd I could 
do nothing without him. The Lon 
| then directed my Thoughts; and in my 
* 
| 

| 


- Meditations, that which I was led fir 
to think upon, was my Creation, Prefer. 
vation, and my being provided for. 
Firſt, I confider*d I was created; but 
O by whom ? By that God who has nd 
GBeginning, and will have no End. He 
that created, preſerves and gives being 
b to all things, is the God that created me. 
| I conſiderd for what End I wascreated, 
and how I muſt anfwer the End of my 
Creation. That Scripture came in, Rev. 
* 11. For thy Pleaſure they are and were 
| rented, No the Pleaſure of God is his 
. Glory.” I inquir'd what it is to glorify 
God: Then that Word occur'd to me, 
| Plal. 50, 23. He that offereth Praiſe, glo- 
vifieth me; and to him that ordereth hit 
0 onverſation aright, will I ſhew the Suva. Non 
| #iowof God. 1 exainin'4 whether 1 had 
, ern er ribs the . of God, fo es to 


offer 


— — _— — 
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Is > 
t ſay fer the Praiſe that is due to his 7 ag, p 
ne herein I bad, I ſaw reaſomi to be thank“ 
couch; and wherein I came ſhort,. L ſaw 
Lord eaſon to be humble. I beg'd of Gd 
hat he would give me ſuch a meaſureof 3 
race, as might help me to glorify him, 
Ind anſwer the End of my Creation. 8 
Next Iconſider'd, that I was not only; 
reated, but preſerv'd, and that by. the 
me God who gave me Being. Here 1 
onſider'd what I had been preſervd "W 
om, and what I was preſerv*d for: 
ere I meditated upon Temporal and: 
piritual Preſervation. I thought f 
f myſ[emporal Preſervations. Some. T.had © NI 
Rev, card of, who met with ſad Accidents, | 
mere when going abroad, were brought xz 
is hisdwme again with their Bones brokes, S. 
orify Pod had preſerv'd me from theſe. Acc 
> me, (nts, and many rather Dangers to 
, 05. hich I was liable: But this I look d 
uppen as the leaſt part of my Preſerva- 
21. Ton, when I conſiderꝭd that Scripture, 
' had eur. Adverſary the Devil walketh about 
as to 2g Lian, ſeeking whom he may d- 
offer HK 2 Dar, 


F. deed, to be preſerv'd not only from an 


he ſhould wait to be gracious to Sinners 


| Iy-preſerv'd, but I was provided for, an 
till by the ſameGod. I reflected witl 
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vour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. I reflected upon the 
reatneſs of the Mercy, in being kept 
rom this roaring Lion. Next I conſe 
der'd what I was preſerv'd for; then that 
Scripture came to my Mind, He waits 
be Gracious, Iſa. 30. 18. and Pal. 130. 4 
There is forgiveneſs with him that he mal. 
be fear d. This I thought wonderful in 


ö Evil, but kept for a Good. Oh! T 
wonderful Condeſcenſion of God, that 


He waits to give Grace, to make th 
Soul gracious, and thus to prepare it fo 
| py Glory. „ 125 * | 
Again J conſider'd, that I was not on 


my ſelf, that if T had not what man 
Bad in the World, yet I might ſay. I hac 
| What many wanted. I thought it wa 
Wonderful Love that God ſhould giv! 
| me Bread to eat, Raiment to wear, Lik | 
to live, or Air to breathe in. Thus I way . 
led in my Meditations at this time, ti 

Lat ag - CE 3 
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at laſt it was almoſt as difficult where to 
leave, as it was at firſt where to begin. 
I may ſay thro' Grace, I had then the 
ſpecial Prefence of God with me. I Went 
on from day to day for a conſiderable -: 
time, meditating on the lame things. 
Still I had a deſire of getting forward 
in the Knowledge of Chrift,that I might - 
know the right way to Glory. After 
this, there were many Scriptures given 
into me; ſuch as, Jer. 23. 6. He is the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs. In the Lord ther 
is Riobreoaſreſy and Strength; ſurely ſball i 
one ſay, In the Lord I have Righteouſneſs i 
and Strength. The Conſideration of 
theſe Scriptures -convinc'd me where 
Righteouſneſs and Strength was to be 
vl had, and convinced me it was; poſſible 
VP for à - Perſon to know. Chriſt to- be his 
I ha Righteouſneſs and his Strength; Which 
- wall gave me encouragement to plead for this 
| oiv( Righteouſneſs and Strength, and alſo 
Ti dor the Knowledge of it. 
iv Lbadat often upon my thoughts how; 
"2 | 1 ſtian, 
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ſtian, agreeable to that Scripture, 1 Cor, 
> 3. where it is ſaid, Tho 1 beſton i 
all my Goods to feed the Poor, and tho Ire 
give my Body to be burned, and tho) F have 
all Faith ſo that I could remove Mount ain, 
&e. And all this while, if 1 have not 
Charity, I am but as ſounding Braſs, and 
a tinkling Cimbal, From whence we 
may ſee, a Perſon may goa great way in 
| external Duties, and yet all thoſe Duties 
| be rejeed, and the Perſon have no Ac- 
| ceptation with God, for want of a true 
Principle of Love to him. A ſincere 
| Soul who. cannot perform the external 
| Duties that have been mention'd, if his 
Heart be right with God, tho? he can 
| only ſigh out a Prayer, or chatter like? 
Crane, and is very broken in his Lan- 
guage to God; yet I ſay, if this be done 
om a principle of Love to God, and an 
aim at his Glory, he ſhall be accepted 
| with God thro? Chriſt, Oft times a Hy- ead 
pocrite that has no Grace may outſhine 
the ſincere Chriſtian, in appearance to Pepe 
| Men. Many muſs of Heaven thro — 
Wa: 87 a total & 


| 
| 
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tal neglect of their Duty, and Living 
ind Dying in their Sins. Others that 
hs re found in the external Peformance of 

have heir Duty, and in this reſpect go be- 
ain, ond many others, do alſo miſs of Hea- 
not Nen, by placing thoſe. Performances in 
and ſic room of Chriſt, Many go to Hea- 
en's Gate with Works in their Hand, 
put do not enter for want of Grace in 


Day, Lord, Lord, open to vs, but be 
liſappointed. How ſhould every Soul 
Peg they may be ſet right for Heaven 
\s to moral Honeſty, and external Du- 


heſe, and y et pe no true Chriſtian, for 
ant of a right Principle and End in 
hat we do. A ſincere Soul is willing 

o be found in every Duty God requires 


ation, as having'done nothing, and to 4 
epend only upon the perfect Obedience 
t Chiraſt for his acceptagce wid us 5 
Fee | 0 x 4 


he Heart. Many will fay in the laſt. 


ies, there is no being a Chriſtian with - 
ut them; but it is poſſible to have 


f him; but when he has done all, he is | 
ady.to-renounce it in point of Juſtiſi- 


| Tatereftiin him as a Father? To this 


and Prefervation, where he is not b 
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Regeneration and Adoption; ſo that | 1 

was convinc'd it was the Duty of alf he „,. 
to on him; and upon this, 1 Ire e 


The gracious Heart is convinc'd then 
is much Sin cleaving to the beſt of his 
Performances. And if in every Duty 
there is Sin which needs a Pardon, it is 
impoſſible that by any Duty or Perfor 
mance we ſhould merit a Pardon. Thi 
is what God has convinc'd me of, that 
ſo I might be led to Chriſt : Bleſſed b. 
his Name for ſuch teachings ! The Lord 
3 things may be made teach 

ngs to others, that ſo God may have the 
Glory of his own Grace, and. I ma 
have Comfort in his way. 

I had ſome Meditations alſo upon 
ſome Petitions in the Lord's Prayer. | 
ſhall give ſome account of the firſt: m 
inquiry was, How a Soul might call Goc 
Father, who could not fee a peculi: 


reply?d, that God is the Father of al 
Living. He is our Father by Creatio 
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:cur'd to my Mind, If I am a Father, 
Where is my Honour ? If a Meafter, wiere is 
my Fear? Mal. 1. 6. I then believ'd it 
my Duty to honour God as a Father. I 
Iten inquir'd when a Soul might be 
aid to honour God as a Father. I 
bought the Soul that honour'd him, 
could truſt in him. I reflected how a 
Child could truft its natural Parent. If 
the Father lead his little Child abroad 
the Hand, and one feeming an Ene- 
my ſhall come, and threaten to take a- 
way the Child from its Father ; the 
Child has ſuch Confidence of its Fae 
ther's Love and Care while in his Hand, 
that it is not afraid of him that threatens 
to take it away. Thus ſhould the Soul 
believe itſelf to be in the Hand of its 
Heavenly Father, and this ſhould free 
it from diſtruſtful fear of its Enemies. 
1100 It is our Duty to truſt God at all times, 
t bi and for all things ; as his Servant did of 
dat old, who faid, At what time he mas afraid, 
be would truſt in God, Pſal. 56. 3. We 
are commanded to truſt in the Lord for 
. ever, 
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ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſt. 
ing Strength. Thus I thought I was in. 
ſtructed how to honour God as a Fa. 
ther, I then deſir'd he would ſtrength. 
en my Faith in him, that I might be e. 
nabled thus to truſt in him, and honour 
him as a Father. I thought alſo with 
my ſelf, if I belong'd to God, the whole 
Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit, were 
concern'd about my Salvation. 
Further, I deſir'd of God I might 
know how a Soul is brought ſavingly to 
Chriſt. Upon this there were two Seri- 
ptures very powerfully impreſſed upon 
me, John 6.44. None can come unto-the 
Son except the Father draw him: And 
s Chriſt ſays, As man) as. the Father hath 
| £1927 me, 
| eormethto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, v. 
37. From hence I was convinc'd that 
wg ue made Chriſt's oy God's Gift of 


I refeQed how the Father may be con- 
| ceiv'd to bring the Soul to Chriſt. 1 
conſide r'd, it was the firſt Spirit's work 


(ball come to me; and he that 


us to him, as well as Chriſt's purchaſe. þ 


, a» 
— 


— — 


con 


5 loft 


practi 


ced c 
es th 
16 R 
roup 
Ire, 
as NC 
hat i 
„ 
ne t 
caſt 

eaſt 
Faith 
Bloot 


Of Mary Hurll. 
44. No convince of Sin, and ſhew the Soul 
in. Nes loſt undone, State by Nature and 
Fa- Practice, and thus to ſhew the Soul its 
2th: eed of Chriſt, The Spirit that.convin- 
© e« es the Soul of its Mifery, leads alſo to 
ourfie Remedy. I ſec the Soul muſt be 
vu wught to Chriſt asa guilty filthy Crea- 
hole are, a loſt undone Sinner; as one that 
ere ¶ as nothing, and can do nothing; as one 
hat is altogether helpleſs, and worth- 
ight s, as the poor Leprous Creature; as 
y tone that has nothing to ſatisfy for the 
cri-eaft Sin, and that is unworthy of the 
pon feaſt Favour. Thus muſt we come by 
Faith to the Blood of Sprinkling, to that 
Blood which ſpeaks better things. than the 


e God for Jeſus Chriſt! That a poor 
Sinner may have ſuch a Friend to come 
o, ſucha Friend to be found in, and to 
zafe. tome to God by. It may well be call'd 
Fol. tai? J en for Sin and for Vuclean- 
, for dan and Jeruſalem to waſh'in, 
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Blond of Abel. It is ſaid, the Blooa-of” * 
ri clranſerb from all Sin: Oh! Bleſſed 


Lech; 13. I. How ſhould every one | 
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ead hard that the Lord would leadWof tl 
im to this Fountain; what a ſutabe chat 
Remedy is here provided for our Mivatic 
ſery ! Let all be earneſt with God thai ſhou 
they may not be Strangers to this Re God 
medy. Oh! Wonderful condeſcendingFniſh 
Love! That God ſhould come from Heiit ! 
ven to Earth, to fetch us from Earth Lot 
Heaven! It may well be ſaid, great i 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manife 
in the Fleſh, juſtify*d in the Spirit, ſeen of 
Angels, preach'd unto the Gentiles, br: 
lived on in the World, received up int 
Glory, 1 Tim. 3. 16. Wonderful indeed! 
Io think that God ſhould aſſume hu- 
man Nature, to make us Partakers c 
his Divine Nature! He took our Na- 
ture, that he might ſuffer in our ſtead, 
and die in our room, that he might re- 
ſtore us unto the favour of God again bim 
He wore: a Crown of Thorns, to theſlinto 
end that every one that believeth mai ſuc} 


| wear 3 Crown of Glory. He was disf mig 
| | oj by our Sins, that we mißht be 170 
1 bl 


utify'd with his Grace. He drank 
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leadfſWof the bitter Cup our Sins had mingled, 
that he _ deal forth a Cup of Sal- 
ration to all them that believe. How 
ſhould our Eye be directed to this Jeſus, 
God in our Nature, the Author and Fi- 
niſher of our Faith ? What a Mercy is 
ſit! How ſhould we prize it! That our 
Lot is caſt in Goſpel-Days, that we live 
under the Sun-ſhine of it? I deſire for 
ever to admire free Grace, and the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Love of God in theſe Mer- 
Nies. I have often thought, that my Lot 
at might have been caſt among the Hea» MM 
chen in the dark Corners of the Earth, 
© where I might only have known Miſe- 
ry, but never have heard of the Reme-. BW 
Jy. But this I have to bleſs God for, 
that he has not only ſhewn me my Mi- 
ſery, but led me tothe Remedy. Iblels } 
bim that it was in his Heart to enter 
into a new Covenant, and to find out 
ſuch a way, whereby his own Juſtice - 
isf. might be fatisfy'd, and his Wrath ap- 
70005 and I ſaved in a righteous way. 
bleſs God for this Salvation. It may 
+1427 25 5 G Well F 
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der'd in my thoughts, why ſo many 
were damned, and ſo few ſav'd. I 
thought ſo long, till it begat in me ſome 
bard thoughts of God, for which I have 
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well be ſaid, How ſhall we eſcape if we ne. 
deft ſo great Salvation as is offer*d to us ſn th 
Jeſas Chrift ? Heb. 2. 3. onde 
Some Scriptures were powerfully im is P 
preſsd upon my Mind; as, Fear not lit. Ipowe 
#le Flock, it is your Father*s good Pleaſur: Haid, 
Zo give you 4 Kingdom, Luke 12. 32. ot 7 
that Rom. 9. 27. Tho the Seed of Iſrael Boo. 
be as the Sand of the Sea, yet a Remnant the 
' ſhall be ſaved, Mat. 19. 30. Many are ble 
<alPd, but fem are choſen; ſo Mat. 7. 13.ſpod 1 
Broad is the way, and wide is the Gate that inc 
S Geads to Deffrattion, and many there be that unde 
no in thereat ; but narrow is the Way, and Ipond 
ffrait is tbe Gate that leads to Life, and but 1 
Ls there be that find it. By all thoſe Ied. 
8 underſtood that Chriſt's Flock was but prou 
a little Flock, that there are but few they 
8 ſaved, and many deſtroy'd. I then pon - rom 
new 
ws, I. 
peſs. 
nira 
reaſon, to be humbled.; but the Lord Hat 
Was plcas'd gracioully to meet Rog en 


me. 
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ö A- 


vith me, and to ſet my thoughts righe 
HS i 


in this matter; Bleſſed be his Name in 
ondeſcending to give me an account of 
im. is Proceeding. For that Scripture was 
t lit. powerfully given in to me, where it is 
aſure aid, Curſed is every one that continueth 
2. Pot in all things that are written in the 
ſrael B of the Law to do them, Gal. 3. 10. 
mant then thought there was none that was 
y areÞpble to continue in any one of them, 
Iz. ad much leſs in all. Then JI was con- 
inc'd that every Soul was naturally 
nder the Curſe. I therefore no longer 
ponder'd why ſo many were damned, 
but rather wonder'd that any were fa- 
ed. Then another Scripture was 
prought to me, which ſhew'd me how “ 
they were ſaved that were redeemd WW 
from the Curſe, 2 Cor. 5. 21. He that 
new no Sin, was made Sin and a Curſe for 
„ that we might be made the Righteouſs- | 
peſs of God in him. Matter indeed of Ad- 
niration and Aſtoniſhment ; thag.he - 
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hat had and could have no Sin, ſhapld 


made Sin for us; that we wat hath, _. 
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and could have no Righteouſneſs, might 
be made Righteous thro? him. Indeed 
a wonderful Exchange! That our Sins 
Mould thus be transfer*d upon him, that 
his Righteouſneſs might become ours 
That he ſhould bear the Puniſhment of 
Sin for us, that we might be redeem'd 
from Hell and Wrath, and not only io, 
but brought into the Fayour too of the 
bleſſed God. 
After this IT had this thought very 
much impreſsd upon my Mind, that 
Chriſt would be a whole Saviour or no 
Saviour; he mult be all in all, or will 
be nothing at all to any ſaving pur poſe 
to the Soul. This follow'd me from day 
to day, being uppermoſt in my thoughts 


So that I then thought it was requititel 0 
Was 


mould inquire whether Chril 
mine, but how ſhould I do to know 


Why, I conſider'd, that I muſt chuſe 


| ; Chriſt in all his Ofices, a whole Chrilt 


with a whole Heart; but how ſhould | 
- knowT did this? I then reflected witl 


my ſelf, that I cvght to 1nquire.whal 
| . | Wa 
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was contained in each Office of Chriſt, 
and then examine my ſelf by it, and ſo 
Sine! might come to a reſolution of this In- 
quiry. I then inquir'd what was con- 
Wtain'd in the Office of Chriſt as a Pro- 
'Yphet. The Office of a Prophet is to 
tezch and inſtruct a People. Then I 
examin'd my ſelf, Whether I was 3 | 
"the? have Chriſt my Prophet to teach and 
inſtruct me? I though: I was willing, 
but how ſhall Itruly know I am willin 
tha learn of Chriſt, till I know what 1 
Amuſt learn? Then I ask'd of the Lord 
what I muſt learn, and that Word came 
Jiato my Mind, Learn of me, for Tam meet 
and lowly of Heart; take my Toke upon jou, 
or my Toke is eaſy, and my Buraen is light. 
Pre . Next] meditated what it was to have 
vad Chriſt in his Prieſtly Oflice. The Office 
of a Prieft is to offer up Sacrifice to God 
tor a People. Then I examin'd my ſelf, 
whether I believ'd that Chriſt had of- 
Huld 4 up himſelf a Sacrifice to God for 
wille, Whether I believ'd that God had ac- 
whaEcpied Chriſt's Obedience tor my Diſo- 
_ =_ G 3 bedience; 


now ! 
chuk 
-brilt 
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bedience; whether I believ'd that he 


and whilſt I ask'd, God anſwer'd. 
Next I inquir'd what was contain'd 
nin the Kingly Office of Chriſt. The 


had fulfPd the Law, for my breaking Fri 
of the Law? Whilſt Iexamin'd my Faith 
in this matter, I may ſay thro? rich 
s Grace, God enabled me to believe: So 
that whilſtI was muſing the Fire burg'd, 


Office of a King is to rule a People, and! 


to ſubdue Enemies. I then inquir'd off 


my ſelf, whether I was willing to have 


je me to himſelf? I inquir'd whether 


I was as willing to be holy as happy, toſf 


be ſanctify'd as juſtify'd, to live to God 


God when I died ? Upon this inquiry! 
found my Heart knit to God, and that 


I could cloſe with Chriſt in all his Of- 


fices upon his own Terms, Bleſſed be 
8 God for his rich Grace to me in Chriſt 

8 TI liv'd in the Comfort of this for a time, 
and may now fav,Liball do ſo to all E 


| Chriſt as a King to rule me, and to ſub - 
due Sin and Iniquity for me, and to fub - 


while I liv'd, asI ſhould be to live with 


ternity. Soo 


Of Mary Hurll. 7G, 
t he Soon after this God exercis'd me with 
ing Trial, in withdrawing him ſelf from me 
aith or a time; this the Lord did, I hope, 
rich or the Trial of my Grace, and at the 
- Same time he ſtrengthen'd it. He did 
end. not need to try me for his own Knoõ-w- 
edge, for he knew well what he hadgis * 
en me; but bleſſed be his Name, that 
I might know it my ſelf. Upon his farſt 
withdrawing from me, I had that Word 
given in to me, and Was enabled to be- 
eve in it, Ix a little Wrath I hid my Face 
from thee for a moment, but with everlaſt= 
%% Mercy will he gather thee, and have 
ercy on thee, Ia. 54.7, 8. I then be- 
liev'd that God might hide his Face in 
Love, that it ſhould be but as for a Mo- 
nent, and that he would return, and 
ave Mercy upon me. But till. he did 
thateturn, I had no reſt; I was griev'd 
s. Of. From day to day at the thoughts that I 
ed befllould grieve God, and provoke him 
rift |ſhus to withdraw from me; I reflected 
time, pon the Experience and Enjoyments | 
all E- had of God in Days paſt, and that 
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I had not provok'd, he would not have 
left me. I was hardly fit, at that time. 
to be ſeen in Company, by reaſon c 
great Sorrow. The AMiction I had, 
proceeded from Love to God; I was 
then made to know I lov'd him. Walk 
ing often in the Garden for Meditation 
and taking a view of the Works of God; 
at a time when the Trees where white 
for Fruit, I thought whatever I look'd 
upon of the Creation, it anſwer'd its 
End, and ſo all obey'd God. I conſihe 8 
der'd, God no ſooner commanded the 
Heavens to give down Rain than they 
obey'd, and the Earth to bring forth 
Fruit, than it obey'd; and thought], 
= fhall I be worſe than the reſt of God ck 
Creation? Oh ! If I had not diſobey'd$... 1. 
8 God, ſure he would not thus have with c... 
drawn from me; and if God would ne... 
ver manifeſt himſelf more to me, IÞþ;. 8 
thought he would be juſt ; but this Hrhe 
was not able to bear. Iremain'd under ei 
this Trouble and Thoughttulneſs for a4;je; 
bout tac ſpace of a Month, and by 7 time 

0 
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on of it, was brought under great bodi- 
Weakneſs. I continwd three Weeks 
fore the Miniſter I belong'd to had 
n account of it ; when he heard it, he 
oon came to me. I ſignify*d to him how 
it was with me, I alſo deſir'd him to be 
arneft with God for me, that I might a- 
gain enjoy him; I told him I was not 
able to ſtay any longer without him. 
He then ſaid to me, Bleſſed be God for 
his Sickneſs ; I might ſurely ſay with 
he Spouſe in the Canticles, Sray me with 
Hagens, Comfort me with Apples, for I am 
theylt of Love, Cant. 2, 5. He faid, this 
fort\E,2s Love- ſickneſs indeed. He told me 
ht that the ſame God who had made me 
300 Yick of Love to himſelf, would ſurely 


way nake me well by giving himſelf to me. 


d ne 
ne, I 
this 1 
inder 


OF af elf to me as my God. And in a ſhort 
Y 102 Ftime after this God was graciouſly | 
ſo pleaſed 


have 
time, 
ON 0 
had, 
| Was 
Valk. 
tion, 
God 
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ſome difcovery of God, at the ſame time 
nis Servant was thus ſpeaking to me. 
The Miniſter was carried forth, while 


found. great relief in my Spirit, and 


ſeeking God for the diſcovering of him | 


ic is now eleven Years ſince I had this 
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pleaſed to ſhine in upon me, and tos at h 
give me the Comforts of his Holy Spirit us Fa. 
Oh! For ever Bleſſed be his Name for 
that rich Grace and Mercy in Chriſt, 
which hath, and doth {till appear to me! 
The way that the Lord diſcover'd him. 
felf to me was gradually ; when, I can- 
not give ſo particular account of it in 
Words. It is better felt than expreſs'd; 


Ss manifeſtation: of the Love of God, and 
ever ſince, I have been enabled to walk 
in the ſenſe of the Love of God. I may 
thro' rich Grace now ſay, as Peter did, 
Lord thou knoweſt ail things, thou kwowejt 
that I love thee. I love God becaaſe he firſt 
loved me; and may I love him always, 
to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace; 
and in order hereunto, may I be kept 
watchful, humble, and thankful. 1 
may now truly ſay, That he bas loved 
me, and given himſelf for me, I have rea 
ſon to admire the Riches of his free mai 
Grace, and diſtinguiſhing Love, that O 


ever he ſhould chuſe ſuch. a one * eaſor 
— that 


ä 
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at he ſhould adopt me to be one of 
ric his Family. He has choſen me for him- 
ef, that 1 might ſhew forth his Praiſe. 
can now ſay, I experience much of 
od in his Ordinances, in hearing the 
zoſpel preach'd, and the Word read, 
Meditation, Prayer, and in an eſpe- 
al manner in the Sacrament of the 
ord's Supper; there I have been di- 
ected and aſſiſted to go from the Signs 
and the Thing ſignify'd. When Tſee the 
ralkWread broken, I believe the Body of 
may Thriſt was broken for me; when 1 ſee 
did, ſhe Bread, I deſire, as the Bread becomes 
weſt ae with my natural Body, ſo I may be 
fir ſt Prought into a nearer Union with 
ays, Thriſt. When I take the Cup in remem- 
ace; Prance of his ſhedding his Blood for the 
cept fRemiſſion of my Sins, I defire that as 
. I drink the Wine, I may receive a freſh 


ved Apply of the Spirit of Grace, to enable 


rea-F'e to watch more againſt Sin, and the 
free :mainder of Corruptions that yet lodge 
»» much in me (and for which I have 


the 


aſon tobe humbled) chat I may gain 


. — — 


1 8 
tube Victory over all my Temptatio 
and act and walk as one that has bee: 


ten Thouſand, He is the beloved of m 


* them tbat believe he is Precious. Now 


+ % # 
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In what I now do, the Love of Chriſt cor 
trains me. I bleſs God for theſe Expe 
riences of his Grace, and that Aſſurance 


the uſe of Goſpel-Ordinagces,not for mx 
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know what it is to believe in Chriltwhile 
what Faith is, and thatT have it; whaf I bl 
that Faith is which worketh by LoveſGoſpe 
Golpe 
to imp 
Irom 1 
that I have of his Love in Chriſt. Thiſſothers 
I have attain*d unto thro? Diligence iuſe of 
the uſe of means according to his Wordſithe ſa 
where it is Taid, give Diligence to mattheſe 

your Calling and Election ſare. And a 8 ig. 
the Lord hath given me the Aſſuranceofſihe th 
his Love, ſo he maintains it in his ow Atme. 
way, in the way of Watchfulaeſs, and! 


5 
- 4 


with Jeſus. 
Nov I can fay,thro' the infinite Grad 
of God, that my Beloved is mine, an 
Iam his. He is to me the Chief amon 


Soul. Indeed 1 ſee him the Pearl « 
great Price, It may well be ſaid, . 
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onWDiligence as a Cauſe thereof, but in the 
cefxerciſe of it as a means. Ever as in 
eeping his Command ments there is great 
racYReward, but not for it. I know that af- 
andter I have done all I can for God, and 
01my own Soul, I have done no more than 
mEwhat was my Duty, and muſt till ac- 
1 ofknowledge my ſelf an unprofitable Ser- 
„ tant, that is, in reſpe& of God, rho? 1 
may be profitable to my ſelf and others, 
rig hile I am aiming at his Glory. 
vial 1 bleſs God my Lot has been caſt ia 
oveſiGoſpel-Days, under the preaching of: 
confl6oipel-Minifters. I deſire While I live: | 
xpefſto improve theſe precious Mercies, and. 
ancFfrom my Experience would encourage 
T hiYothers to exerciſe their Diligence in tie ⁵⁶ 
ce uliuſe of Means, that they may attain to 
' ordſthe ſame Injoy ments. Let ſuch as read 
makFthele Lines conſider, that I was once 
xd. als ignorant as any, but God has taught: | 
ice oqme the Knowledge of himſelf in hisawn'* 
owtime. I was once dead in Treſpaſſes and 
„and ng, bar he hath quicken'd ue. 1 was once 
Ir mfαν⏑ bat he hath made me nigh to him- iſ 
H ſelf 
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ſelf by rhe Blood of the Covenant, thro 
the Riches of his Grace, that hath a- 
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Hounded, and doth abound to me in 


| Chriſt. Oh! That others would plead 


Hard with God, that for his Son's ſake, 
He would teach and quicken them, and 


bring them to himſelf, and take them 


Into a Covenant-relation with himſelf, 
as he hath done me. Some may cry, out 


f the hardneſs of their Heart, that they 
Ado 


i Evil of Sin, nor their 
med Ma Saviour, and therefore know 
not how to come to God. Why come, 


Sirs, in the ſenſe of the hardneſs of your 
Heart, and plead with him, that he 


would make good his Promiſe to you, 
#nfaking away the Heart of Stone, and giv- 
ang you a new Heart, and cauſing you to 
walk in bis ways, That Word was. of 


excellent uſe to me in Years paſt, where 
| 16i$faid, Iwill put my fear in their Hearts, 
thut tie) ſball not depart from me, Jer. 


32. 40. By that Word I was made to 
lee that God undertakes. for both fides, 


which encourag'd me to plead with him, 
4A WF ? CO 1 2 
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that he would write his Law in my. 
F; Heart, and keep me according to his 
Word, that I might not depart from 
ad bim: And accordingly I have: found 
ke. him to be what he h.th promiſed, 'for 
* which I have reaſon eternally to bleſs- 
and praiſe his Name. It hath pleaſed 
elf him to exerciſe me with much bodily- | 
| Weakneſs; but having ſo much in him- 
is ſelf, I find the enjoyment of him to be 
wel Strength in Weakneſs, Life in Death, 
owe in Sorrow, a Cordial at all times; MW 
and in all I mcet with in my way-homt- 
oe wards, I can ay he is God. alkfufffel- 
he lent, I find him ſo. Oh |; Who: canitell 
ou. | WÞat it is to enjoy this Love of Lobes 
„„ | This is the white Stone, and a: nem Nume 
0 which none ſ noms ſave he that har it. Uhlube 
oft, and depth, the leng:h and byeddth of + 
nere / Love of God, which is in Chriſt. Jeſas 
arts (1 Lord] It the enjoyment of God be 
ſo great here whilſt: in this Body of Sig, 
£ toland in a World of Snares and Tempta- Wi 
des. Itions, What will the full enjoy ment of 
6: him be, Where there ſhall be no min- 
that un H 2 ture 
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ture of Sin or Sorrow ! If the Earneſt 
be ſo great, what ſhall the Inheritance 
be! Well may it be ſaid, He hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it enter 
into the Heart of Man to touceive what he 
has laid up for them that love him. Hleſſ. 
ed be God for the Intereſt I have in this 
Inheritance! Bleſſed be God for Jeſus 
.Chrift, the Purchaſer and Foundation 
of all the Mercies I do enjoy, and ſhall 
enjoy to all Eternity. I now believe 
that Chriſt came into the World for me, 
to redecm me from Sin and Wrath; 1 
believe that he fuffer*d and dy*d for me; 
I believe that he roſe again, alcended, 
and is riow at the right Hand of God 
For me, and ever lives to make Interce'- 
ſion for me, acconding to his Word. | 
can ſay, I experience thro' the Grace 0 
God, the Power of his Death, in being 
enabled to die unto Sin; and the Pow- 
er of his Reſurrection, in being rais d tc 
newneſs of Life. I experience the bene 
fit of his Interceſſion, in the Influences 


of his Grace and Spirit upon me. | 
= know — 5 , 
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know Jhave the Incomes of his Spirit, 
by the out- goings of my Heart to God. 
Ican ſay, the Deſire of my Soul is tomards 
God, and the remembrance of his Name, I 
el can ſay, Whom have I in Heaven but thee? 
eff. And there is none upon Farth ] deſire in 
compariſon of thee. In Tears paſt the 
Thoughts of Death were very terrible 
to me, ſo that I could not bear them; 
and then it pleaſed God to let me know, . 
it was more my Duty to think how to 
prepare for it, than only to think of it; 


; 
| 
3 
upon which the thoughts became more 


tolerable and eaſy to bear; but God has 
jeq $20w ſpar'd my Lite to a time wherein 
che thoughts of Death are pleaſant. 1 
Jown Death in it ſelf is an Enemy to - 
I Nature, but it is a Friend to Grace. 
e oll Death is not now terrible to me; be- 
ing cauſe I know the ſting of it is taken a- 
>w.l Way by the Death of Chriſt. I long for 
1 tod che approach of that Hour, when I ſhall 
be freed from Sin, and have the full en- 
nced joy ment of that God whom I now en- 
joy. but in part. The Proſpect of this 
N H 3 | Bleſſed 


\ 
1 


90 .. The Experiences 


Bleſfed Time does often: ll me Wit 


great Joy; but this longing is with 


Submiſſion to the Will of God, know 
ing his time to be beſt : I believe, whe: 
Tipe for Glory, I ſhall be taken to it; 
the mean time 1 deſire to wait, not 
know ing what may yet be in the Womb 
of Providence concerning me, or what 
God may have for me to do or ſuffer 
before he take me home to himſelf ; be 
lieving that he has decreed nothing 
Concerning me, but what ſhall be for 
his own Glory, and my Good. In the 
mean time I deſire to be kept cloſe to 
 bimfelf, that I may be found Faithful 
even to Death, ſeeing it is ſuch only to 
whom he promiſed a Crown of Life. 
They who endure to the End, ſhall be ſave", 
J need freſh Supplies, that I may perſe- 
vere and hold out. May the Grace of 
Faith and Patience be ſtill in Exerciſe. 
There are two Scriptures of great uſe to 
me at this time; that in 2 Theſſ. 3. 5. 
= The Lord airect your Heart into the Love 
| of Goa, and the patient waiting for, c 
bnd. | | nN 


Ana 
Patien 
God,) 
Thou 


Mind 
it felt 
to do 
ne'er 
Exerc 
pect 1 
EXPET 
As th 
Deut 
God? 
that 

that 


dat io. 
to be 
to re 


% * 


— — 


"Of Mary Hurt, 97 


Ana ' Heb. 10. 36. Te have need 
Patienci ger je have done the Mill 
God, ye mig. rit the Promiſes. The 
Thoughts of L ath are often upon my 
i Mind. I believe Death to be Work by 


nol it ſelf, ſo that I need have no other Work 


mb to do when that comes. It is what I 
hau ne'er yet paſs d thro' ; and as it is an 
ffer Exerciſe I never yet had, ſo I do ex- 
be.] pect that Grace I ſhall never till then 
ung experience”; according to that Word, 
fol As thy Day is, ſo ſhall thy Strength be, 
the] Deut. 33. 25. I know the Light of 
e to God's Countenance is ſufficient ts make 
hfull that dark Entry light; and I believe 
that at the time my Soul and Body 
fe. {hall be ſeparated, I ſhall have a Chri 

Ito bid me welcome into his Father's 
Kingdom, according to what in his 
e off Word he hath told us he will ſay, viz. 
iſe. Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inberit the 


.Ndations of the World. This I have ground 

to believe; for ſuch as he has enabled 

. Ito receive Chriſt into their Heart by 
1 FM Faith, 


1 


King dom frepar d for you, before the Fun- 9 
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Faith, duch ſhall have a Chris 
ceive them into Glor 7. 


A FE El . ＋ eb ber 060606060 


ren 


Meditations, &c. 


O re- 


Upon ſome 


Paſſage of Seri, ture. 


Have had ſome Medita. J 
tions on the 3d of Gene. 
ſei, beginning at the 8th 
verſe; wherein I have 
14 — 2 experienced, thro! rich 
Grate much of the aſſiſtance of the ſpe- 
_ cial Preſence of God; which makes me 

now Willing, as he ſhall aſliſt me, to 
Jeave it in Writing, aiming at God's 
Glory, for the Uſe and Incouragement 
bf fuch as may read it. 
is ſaid; The Lord God walked's in #he 
F Jen. The Lord God; . t 
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hriſt was there, as I have heard it ex- 
lain'd; and I do believe, that as the 
don Was with the Father, in the creating 
of Man, ſo he was alſo with the Father 
n the looking after Man, It is ſaid, 16e 
Lord God walked in the Garden, | have 
onſider'd, a Walk implies ſome Stay: 
IkThe Uſe and Improvement that T have | 
thought ſhould be made of God's Com- 
ing and Stay ing in the Garden, is to con- 
ider the Reaſonableneſs of our Service. 
Did God come to look after us? Then 
ita. 'tis highly rea fonable that our Thoughts 
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thinking in my Meditations, that Scrip- 
toſſture was brought to my Mind, He will "2 
ds teep him in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is 8 
Ent ſt aid on him, becauſe he iruſiel in him, In- 1 "oh 
0 
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I deed a good Word of Incouragement to 
ſtay the Mind upon God. I have conſis: 
det dat what time God came and ſtaid 
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lies the Heat of the Day to be over, 
onifying God's Wrath was abated, and 
is Anger aſſuaged towards Sinners, as 
have heard that ſo explain'd. I have 
ought, that for what I know, God 
ight ſtay as long in the Garden, as 
dam ſtood in the ſtate of Innocency; 
ut how long God ſtay'd in looking af 
er Adam and his Poſterity, or how long; 
dam ſtood in the ſtate of Tnnocency,, . WM 
annot be known. But this I do know, -- Wl 


at the Lord God waits long to be. 
le] racious ; and there is Forgiveneſs with, * 7 
Dil, that he ma be feared, Bleſfed bo 
Wulflis Name that it is ſo. | * 


It is ſaid, the Lord God called after 
dam; Adam, where art thou ? I have 
dalider'd, that as the Lord God called 
ter. Adam, Chriſt was in the Call. O 
eſſed and gracious Call ! O wonderful: ü 
race, that ever God ſhould call once 

ter loſt Man! Yet ſtill more wonder-, _ 
., chat this. gracious Call ſhould be, 

tÞntinued to this Day. I haveobſer v., 
e how the Lord God called after + - : 
* 1 OO 5 aan, 
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Adam, not by Means, Inſtruments, O on. M 
dinances, or Providences; but he call{her th 
ed immediately, and Chriſt was in ti The 
Call. As the Call was immediate fromffihere. 
God, and Chriſt was in it, we may be 44a 
lieve it was effectual Calling, and thaq he call 
evidenc'd Adam's Election. Bleſſed ba ſelf. 
Gad for ſuch a Calling that is in Chriſt Garde- 
God ſaid, Adam, where art thou? Wniked : 
have obſerv'd by the way, the vaſt Diff Voice, 
ference between God's ſpeaking; and what 
Man's ſpeaking to Man, Moſes, that che G: 
meek Man, faid to the Children ot Il belic 
rael, Numb. 20. 10. Te Rebels, muſt ¶ dam tl 
' bring forth Water out of the Rock ? God were 
mi e- faid to Adam, when he fell Merc 
| Rebel, where art thou? What haſt thoufſ the 81 
done, or whither art thou gone? But that ( 
he only ſaid, Adam. I have obſerv'd inffit is ſ 
the time of a Rebellion, God call'd Adel ti ; 
by his own Name that was given him He n 
and that ſhould teach us to call Per ſonꝗ Sin, 
by their own Name, in time of Provoq poſe. 
_..cation; I believe if we did ſo, it would Ins K 
bea means to prevent much ſinful PaſF tera; 
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on. . My Thoughts have run mock fare 2 
ther than I can leave in writing. "4 a 
The Lord God call'd after Adam, 
Where art thou? God well knew whe _ 
Adam was, and what he had done; but 
he called, that Adam might know bim- ..4 
A (cl. 4045 ſaid, I heard thy Voice in the ä 
riltY Orden, and 1 was afraid, becauſe I was 
* Wnaked ; and I hid my ſelf. I beard thy © 
Dit Poice, and was afraid : I have thought. 
and what Voice it was that Adam heard in 
hatthe Garden, that made him to be afraid; 
Al believe it Was 2 terrible Voice that A. 
t dam then heard in the Garden: Tho! it 
0d were poſſible, thro” infinite Grace and 
fell Mercy, that God might be reconciPd to 
hon the Sinner, yet it could nevet be poſſible 
But that God ſhould be reconcil'd to in, as 
ing it is ſo oppoſite to his pure and holy Na- 
dan ture, ſo contrary to the Being of God. 
im He muſt needs appear terrible againſt 
Sin, tho? at the ſame time he had à pur- 
4 of Love, and a Deſign of Grace in 
ul 5 Heart to the Sinner, which ſoon a- 
Paſ " I have thought, who can, 
3 1 thinks, * 
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think, or who can conceive of therterri- 
 tbleneſs of that Voice that Adam heard 
; :after he had ſinned againſt God? With 
this Conſideration, that Adam did not 
tand nor fall as a ſingle Perſon, but that 
me repreſented all Mankind: So that all 
Aſinned in him, and fell with him in that 
firſt Tranſgreſſion. From thence I be- 
lieve, in ſome ſenſe, Adam heard the 
Voice for all, and ſo it muſt needs be ter- 

Ss wible.; well then might Adam be afraid. 
The Voice of the Lord is as the Voice 
of many Waters, who can bear the thun- 
gering of the Almighty ? The Law was 
aid to be given in a terrible manner: 
So I believe the Voice that Adam heard, 
after he had ſinned, muſt needs he terri- 
ble, and well might he be afraid. It is the 


n 


underſtand the Voice that Adam then 
cal or no, I know not; but this I be 


lie ve, that it was ſuch a Voice that Adam 
Heard it; and I alſo believe it was a ter- 


1 1 
. : 


Judgment of ſome, that we are not to 


heard, to be a vocal Voice; whether vo- 


that 


able one. It may be thought the Voice F 
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that the Child Samuel heard, when he 
al thought E/; call'd him, was a vocal 
th} Voice; but as to the Voice that Adam 
ot beard in the Garden, whether that was 
nat vocal or no, I ſhall leave to the Judgment 
all of others, it not being material tor me 
to know. Adam ſaid, Becauſe he mas na- 
Je. IId be hid himſelf. L have conſider'd, by 
he fithe aſſiſtance of Grace, what that Na- 
or. fkcdnels was that was the cauſe of &- 
id. um's hiding himſelf: It ſeems to be that 
ice Ibe was ſtript of ſomething that before 
he had; that he then complain'd of a 
Nakedneſs that he had not before. It ⁶ 
ould not be that he was ſtrip'd of a 8 
material Clothing, becauſe he had it 
rj. not befere the Fall, or no need of it: 
he We had no more need of a material. i 
lothing, when we ſtood at firſt in Pas "I 
radiſe, than we ſhall need it when we Ml 
pet again into Paradiſe, Ob, what has 
din done! It has made a want of Clo» - ³ä8 
hing for Soul and Body too. 25 25 
I have conſider'd What it was that 
{dar was ſtrip'd of; it was that glori-- 
| 12 | ous-- = 
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. ous Image of God that he had with God 
in the Creation, that Primitive Righte. 
- ouis and Holinels that he was at firſt 
inveſted with. This was a Nakedneß ſel 
indecd, to be ſtrip'd at once of the beſt 4 

Good ; and not only ſo, but to be filldlqha, 
with the worſt Evil. Whilſt I was heref fe x 
thinking, it pleas'd God to bring that 

Scripture to my Mind, Rev. 3. 10 
Where it is ſaid, I counſel thee to buy of 

Wwe Gold tried in the Fire, that thou mai 
eſt be rich; and white Rayment, that thi: 

= maye/t be clothed, and that the Shame «| 

mb /Nakedzeſs do not appear, O what a 

rich Clothing has God provided to cc 

= ver the Nakedneſs we got in the Fall 

= Who could reſtore that glorious Imagq un 

of God that we loſt in the Fall, but be F 

-- - whoisthe expreſs Image of the Father! 

Who could reſtore that Primitive Righ 

teouſneſs and Holineſs that Adam had 

at firſt, but he that is righteous; and he beste 

that is holy? Oh what a Reſtorative i had f 
dur Lord Jeſus! Wlrat ah exact way tq pr. 
the Father Oh that I and others cou *:-* 
©: UN NIST 
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prize Chriſt more than ever! Chriſt 
mult needs be precious to every true e- 
I liever. - 8 . 
Adam ſaid, Becanſe I was Naked I Hi, 
mp ſelf. What a Veil of Ignorance did 
Sin caſt over the Mind of Adam at once! 
That he, who was created in that per- 
fect Knowledge, ſhould become fo ig- 
norant of God, as to pretend to hide 
himſelf from him, who is every where 
preſent. Oh how great is the Sin of Ig i 
norance ! That Sin that was in Adam s 
in all our Natures. Oh how ignorant be 
we of God naturally, as to any true ſa- 
at Aving Knowledge! If we knew God 
more, we ſhould love him more, and 
mall ſerve him better. God has taught me, 
dag upon often meditating on this Scrip- 
ture, to make a further Uſe and Im- 
I proyement of Adam's hiding himſelf. . I 
I have been made to conſider, there 

vas not the leaſt Communion to be had 
e il between God and Adam, after Adam 1 
had ſin'd, till he was got into a Hiding - 


Sul Flace: So there is no — | 
rizt U 5 $9 | I 3 | g ha 3 | 


1 1 


10 N 


* a. tk aA Acc... 


8 Sons, Ce. 


uad now between a gracious God ant 
Sinners, till we get into the Rock Chriſt, 
that Hiding-Place. Bleſled be God for 
fuch a Shelter, for ſuch a Surety, for 
ſuch a Friend with the Father: He 
is the Lord, our Righteouſneſs and 
Strength ; bleſſed be God for ſuch a 
1 Righteouſneſs and Strength. 
| Verſe 11. Aud he ſaid, "Who told the 
that thou waſt naked? Haſt thou eaten of 
e Tree whereof I commanded thee that 
bo ſbouldeſt not eat ? 

Here IJ obſerv'd, that God ſpake twice 
. before he had once an Anſwer ; and as 
he did then, ſohe does ſtill. Oh won- 
+ derful Condeſcenſion of a good and gra- 


he did then, and does ſtill, before he hath 
once an Anſwer! He ſpeaks now to us 
by his Word, his Ordinances, and his 
Providences; but what a deaf Ear is 
there to all, whilſt in a ſtate of Nature? 
oo what need hathever y Soul of quick- 
ng and renewing Grace, in order to 
E God's Call! I have obſery'd, 1 in 
| my 


cCious God, toſpeak ſo often to Man, as 
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my Meditations, What Anſwer Adam 
made to God: The Woman thou gaveſt 
me, ſbe gave me, and I did eat, The far- 
ther I goin my Meditations, the more 
I ſtand amaz'd at God's Patience and 
Forbearance. Oh the wonderful Pati- 
ence of God, that he did not execute 


Wydgment immediately upon Adam and 


all his Poſterity, when he had ſuch an. 


Anſwer from Adam | But what ſhall we 
ſay ? God's Patience and Forbearance is 
like himſelf: It may well be ſaid, God 
waits lang to be gracious, and there is For- 


5 eiveneſs with him that he may be feared. I 


have ſeen by the way, how Sin hardens 


the Heart, as well as blinds the Mind, 
Jor elſe Adam could not have given ſuch | 
an Anſwer to God. In his, Anſwer he if 


ſcenv'd to excuſe his Sin or himfelf, tho? 
he and his Poſterity had ſo fallen away 
from God, by ſinning againſt him. Sin 
and Excuſe came into the World toges 
ther; ſo it is no wonder that it remains 
together. One would have thought, that 
Adam ſhould have given ſome other Ags 
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{wer to God; he that had once ſuch: 
perfect Knowledge of God : But Sin 
blinding the Mind, and hardning the 
Heart, was the Cauſe of Adam's giving 
ſuch an Anſwer to God. One would 
have thought that Adam ſhould rather 
have ſaid, Lord, I have ſinned, and 
&« my Poſterity; what ſhall I do, 0 
„ thou Preſerver of Man! May there 

c de any Hope? May there be an; 
Help? May there be any way found 
e. cout for my Recovery, and my Poſteri- 

4 ty? But not a Word like this came 
from Adam at that time; but, the Woman 
thou gavoſt ame; ſhe gave me, and I aid eat. 

Oh the Freeneſs of rich and free Grace 
SGrace has been given, and a rich Pro- 
miſe made, Witflout one Deſire of the 
Vreature's, as well as contrary to his 
Deſert. What a Hell muſt ſuch have 
that flight ſuch Grace, and abuſe ſuch 
Patience? I bleſs God that ever Lhave 
been made to fee the Riches of: free 
race, and to value, and love, and e- 
feem the God of all Grace; Which is 
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In Argument to me, that God hath 
oved and does eſteem me as his own in 
peculiar manner. Bleſſed be his holy 
ame for ſuch rich Mercies, that J have 
and do enjoy; and I now know, thro? 
rich Grace, I ſhall for ever enjoy the 
and Cod of all Mercies; I therefore deſire to 
love him,and to live to him whilſt Flive, 
{ceing he has made me to know I ſhall } 
ive with him to all Eternity, when I ' i 
go hence, and ſhall be ſeen no more: 
"© [his is a Mercy that I do, and ſhall } 
me bleſs God for to all Eternity. HR 
"" Verſe 13. Aud the Lord God ſaid unto | 
"0 the Woman, What is this that thou haßt 
done? And the Woman ſaid, The Serpent 
beguilded me, and I did eat. From whence 
I have conſider'd in my Meditations, 
NSY that the firſt Suggeſtion from that old 
Serpent the Devil, was caſt into the wea= Wl 
CHE ker Veſſel: The Method that that Ser- 
pent took at firſt, he ſtill goes on in; 
his Time is to work upon Souls now, 
when they are molt weak; when there 
i5 no Faith, or when there is but a weat 
TIM Faith, i 


| Faith, is: the Devil's time to get an Ad 
vantage upon Souls. From whence 
have conſider'd, of what neceſſity it i 
that every one ſhgeld be alway earncf 
With Godfar the Strength of Faith, 
| well as the Truth of it, that thereby 
we may be enabled to make War with 
Satan. 
Verſe 14. And the Lord God ſaid ume 
b the ee Becauſe thon haſt done this 
= boa art curſed above all Cattel, and above 
Every Beaſt of the Field : Upon thy Belly 
. thor. go, and Duſt 5 thou bat al he Se 
the Days of thy Life, Here God pro- he Se: 
- nounc'd a Curſe upon the Serpent, Power 
- Which. accordingly is executed : The hruiſe 
Furpoſe and the Decrec of God mult at pr 
tand, and he. will do all his Pleaſufe, Nord! 
; Which! is very fit he ſhould. It is the Power 
Believers Mercy, that that old Serpent, Thtan, 
the Devil, is bound up undeg ghat eter- i 
nal Garſe: It is well that he is m Chains, 
and, that his Power is limited, ſo that he 
ean't hurt God's Inheritance; that tho? 
* is A. Diſturber, be can 't be a De- 
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1d coyer-of them that love and ſear the 


ord. 1 
Verſe 15. And 1 wil put Enmity ove. 4 
een thee and the Woman, and between | 
hy Seed and her Seed”: It ſhall bruiſe thy 
ſtead, nnd thou ali. bruiſe his Heel. 
lere I have obſerv'd, by the aſſiſtance 
Grace, in my Meditations on this Paſ- 
ige of Scripture, a great and a gracious 
romiſe is made, that God will put En- 
ity between the Serpent and the Wo- 
aan, between her Seed and his Seect; ü 
ie Seed of the Woman ſhould break © 1 
he Serpent's Head, but the Serpents YR 
nt, Power can reach no farther than to | 
he Pruiſe the Heel. Oh bleſſed be God for- 
hat promiſed Seed of the Woman, the 
ord Jeſus, that came to deſtroy aitthe 3 
owers of Hell! He tame to conquer | 
[ 
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atan, and to enãble all, that truly be- 
eve in him, to become Conquerors. 

nd more. than Conquerors, thro' his 
ing of us. Bleſſed be his Name for 3 
lis rich Grace to us in Chriſt. po 
Fer 22. Aud the Lord God ſaid, ; Bo b 
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hold the Man is become as one of as, to kya 
Good and Evil; and now leſt he put for! 
is Hand, and take alſo of the Tree e 
Life, and eat and live for ever, &c. 
la my Meditations on this Verſe, Th 
Lord God ſaid, Behold the Man is becomi 
as one of us, knowing Good and Evil; 
have conſider'd, by | 
| Grace, that the Man knew Good by hi 
Experience of it, the Time he tad | 
it; and he knew Evil by his falling inte 
it. So in that ſenſe Adam maygbe ſaid tc 
know Good and Evil; but at that time 
he did not know Good ſo as to chuſe it 
F- nor Evil ſo as to refuſe it. Aud nom, l 
le put forth his Hand, and take alſo of the 
Tree of Life, and eat, and live for ever, 
bave thought what Danger was there 
of Adam's putting forth his Hand, and 
taking the Tree of Life, that he ma 
live for ever; ſeeing he was at that time 
fallen ſo far from God, by his ſinninę 
agagainſt him. I have been made to conſi 
der, in my Meditations, that When 4 
4a fell from God, he fell into wan 
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N ſo that then he had not, nor could have 
any Love to God; but he had ſo much 
natural Love to himſelf, that he would 
lave been willing to have liv'd a natu»- ;} 
Thgral Life for ever, and that he might ne- 
on ver have died a natural Death. So from 47 
that Principle of Self-Love, he mighr * 
offhave been willing to have took of the 
hi Tree of Life, that he might never have 
d iq died a natural Death; but before he was 
intq dead ſpiritually, he was dead to all that 
d iq; was good, and ſo could have no true 
im Deſire at that time after the Tree of 
e itY Life. He was then dead in Sins and Treſ- 
e paſſes, according to the Word of God: 
Ii the Day that he eat thereof, he ſhould 
ſurely die. Indeed Sin brought Death 
ASpiritual and Temporal, and it deſerves 
Eternal Death; but Grace prevents 
what Sin deſerves, and in the ſtead of 
IEternal Death, brings in Eternal Life 
Ito all true Believers, according to that 
Scripture, Rom. 6. 23. The Wages of Sin 
a Ai Death, but the Gift of God is Eternal 

ſelf L/, chro” Jeſus C af x our Lord, * 9 
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be God for ſuch a Gift, and that this 
Gift is given to me. 

Verſe 23. Therefore the Lord God ſent 
Him forth from the Garden of Eden, t9 
vill the Ground, from whence he was taken, 

I have obſerv'd, in my Meditations, 
that the Lord God ſent forth the Man : 
I have conſider'd, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Grace, that it was he ſent forth the Man, 
chat had Power to do it. I have thought 
from whence Adam was ſent ; it was out 
of Paradiſe, it was from a Felicity of In- 
goyment that Adam had once enjoy'd. 
I bave conſider'd whither he was ſent; 
it is ſaid, to till the Ground from whence 
he was taken. I have conſider'd the 
Cauſe why he was ſent forth, and that 
Was Sin. Oh what is Sin, and what has 
it done! It forfeited all Good at once, 
and not only fo, but procured all Evil. 
What a Change did Sin make at once in 
Adam's State, as well as his Nature 
He that hath had that Felicity of Injoy- 
ment, and Leave and Liberty to take of 

the Fruit of every Tree, except the 
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Tree in the midſt of the Garden; thi's- 


he had without Labour or Sorrow, till 
he finned away ſuch a Mercy ; then ha 


was ſent forth to till the Ground, which: , 
I have conſi- 


was Labour and Sorrow. 
der'd, in my Meditation of this Verſe, 


that Labour and Sorrow is the Fruit of 
Sin ; and it ſeems to be a means, that the 


Lord God would make ule of at firſt, to 
convince of Sin. Adam mult needs re- 


member, while he was labouring to till. 
the Ground, what he had ſinned away 


And he was ſent totill the Ground from 
whe:ce he was taken, that he might 


thereby be convinc'd what he was, and 
always remember from whence he came. 
Indeed an humbling Conſideration, to 

think that we all came from the Duſt ! L. 

have thought by the way, what a mon- 

ſtrous Sin is Pride, that fo much of it: 

in the beginning of our Days ſhould: - 
wind it ſelf into Duſt. I have thought 
the Sin of Pride and Unbelief, that is im 


our Natures, is like a Cancer in the Bo- 


dy, that ſpreads itſelf every way to the 
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taking away of a natural Life. For it 
che Cancer be not kill'd by ſome skilful 
& Phyſician, and the wounds cured which 
it has made, the Perſon that has it muſt 
die; ſuch a cancerous Humour Sin is in 
the Soul. Oh what need has every one 
of an able and skilful Phyſician, ſuch a 
Phyſician that is able to kill Sin, and to 

cure the Wounds that Sin has made in 
the Soul! This Conſideration muſt 
Heede bring me to value and prize 
— Chriſt more than ever, that able and 

Skilful Phyſician ; and J have experi- 


enc 
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he is able, to be my Phyſician, or elſe 
* T muſt have periſhed for ever, and ſo 
muſt all that have not this Phyſician : 
for none but he can cure the cancepous 
Humour of Sin; and he can, and does 
it for all that come rightly to him, I 
have thought, if every Perſon in the 
World had a Cancer in Body, that 
muſt end in Death if it could not be 
cured, what a Lamentation every & here 


Would be took up for fear of Death: 


d him, thro' Grace, as willing asf 


But 
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But, Oh what Danger is the Soul In 14 
u How little is that conſider'd ? What 
ul Pains would Perſons take, what Charge 

a | would they be at, to have a Cancer curd 
ul in the Body? What Value would they 
have for a Phyſician, if there might be - 
\ 2 Hany that had Skill to do it? I have ex- 

perienc'd it is a good way to come to 
„ ſpiritual Things, by Naturals, in my 
ut Meditations. We can't think to be curd: 

of the cancerous Humour of Sin, with=- : 
out taking ſome Pains; and expecting ⁶ 
ſome Pain: Therefore it is compared to- 
„the cutting off a right Hand, or the 
17. | Plucking out of a richt Eye, in a natural 
| @ Senſe. As we would rather chuſe that 
Jone Member ſhould periſh than the 
1 whole Body ; ſo it is more reaſonable - 

that we ſhould chuſe that the Mem- 
bers of Sin ſhould periſh, rather than 
our immortal Souls. Therefore it is 
ſaid, Mortiſ) your Members that are upon 
del /e. Harth: The Conſideration of this 
has brought a Paſſage to my Mind, or 
h: Nat leaſt I may ſay God brought it com 
. K 3 Mind, 
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Mind, whilſt I was conſidering of it; 
*tis a Paſſage J heard ſome Years ago 
from a good Miniſter, who obſerv'd 
from that Scripture, Mortify your M. u. 
| bers that are upou the Earth, what theſe 
Members were ; he ſaid they were Sin, 
ſuch Members that made Perſons to be 
monſtrous Creatures, baving more 
| Members than God created. He ob. 
ſerv'd, that twas Members of the De- 
vil's forming, but never of God's crea- 


mm 


He obſerv'd, that the ſtrait Gate is ſo 
ſtrait, that no Monſter can enter there; 
& fo heſhew'd theneceſſity of the Morti- 
fication of Sin, in order to enter in at 

the ſtrait Gate. This has been, thro? 


to all that read it. 
Verſe 24. So he drove aut the Man; 


Eden, Chernbims and a flaming Sword, 


te Tree of Life. 
Ihave obſerv'd, that its ſaid, he drove 
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ting, and therefore muſt be ortified. 


; Grace, of uſe to me, and I deſire it may 


1 And he placed at the Eaſt of the Garden of 


which curned every way, to keep the may of 
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tation, as he was afterwards to go out 
of Paradiſe; but he that would not o- 


the Eaſt of the Garden Cherubims, and a 
¶ flaming Sword, which turn'd every way 


out the Man: Adam was not only ſent 
forth, but he was drove out of Paradiſe ;* * 
it ſeems to imply that Adam was very 
loth and backward-togo out. would 
have been wellif he had been ſo unwil- 
ling to have complied with the Temp- 


bey God's Command at firſt, muſt now 
ſubmit to his Juſtice : So he drove forth 
the Man. 

I obſerv'd, that its ſaid, he placed at 


to keep the way of the Tree of Life. T 
have obſerv*d,in the Meditationson this 
Verſe, the flaming Sword turn'd every 
way, to keep the way of the Free of 
Life; but it is not faid to keep from the 
Tree of Lite. I have thought what the 
Cherubims and the flaming Sword 
might be, that is ſetto keep the way of | 
the Tree of Liſe, and why the way of 
the Tree of Lite muſt be kept, and for 
whom. The Cherubims I underſtand + 
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to be the Angels of God, that were ſet 

to keep the way of the Tree of Life. 

> Whilſt I was fo thinking, that Scrip. 
ture came to my Mind, in John 20. 12 


where it is ſaid, When Mary went to the 


Sepulcher, ſhe ſaw two Angels in white, ſit« 
ting, the one at the Head, and the other at 
the Feet, where the Body of Jeſus had lain, 
Hy theſeScripturesI have been made 
to ſee, that the Angels of God keep the 
ay of the Tree of Life. Chriſt being 
the Way, the Truth and the Life; this 
May is kept for Believers, ſo kept that 
none can hurt nor deſtroy ſuch that are 
in tbe way. A weak Believer is as ſafe 
in this way as the ſtrong; a Lion can't 
ha ve Power to hurt the Lamb that is in 
this way. Bleſſed be God for ſuch a way 
of Safety and Security, that all that are 
Saints indeed may, or ſhall be found in. 
As to the flaming Sword, I believe it 
to be the juſtice of God, that turns eve- 
ry way to keep the way of the Tree © 
Life, according to that Scripture, Ich. 
13. 7. Where it is ſaid, Awake, O Sword, 
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let gainſt my Shepherd, and againſt the Man 

at is my Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : 
PB mite the Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be 
"W/cattered, I have been made to ſce, in 
my Meditations of it, that the Sword of 
te God's Juſtice turns every way, to keep 
the way of the Tree of Life, that none 
may come to it, but in God's own way, 
which is a juſt and righteous way ; and 
is not only kept for Believers, but to 
"keep off Intruders : therefore the Che- 
rubims and the flaming Sword are ſer, 
lat o keep the way of the Tree of Life. I 
e have thought, when might Souls be ſaid 


62. 


— 


M baving any regard to Chriſt, as anf 

og the full Demands of Juſtice: 5 

Souls can never rightly prize Chriſt? 
that don't eye him as anſwering the full 
Demands of Juſtice, as well as ſee him 
purchaſing of Mercy. The way to have 
hole Chriſt, muſt be to have an Eye 
to him, as anſwering all that we ha 
contracted, and fatisfying our Debts. 
"Sf 22 He. 


to be Intruders ? It is when they vain | 
hope for the Mercies of God, withoue 
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L Mercy of Mercy it is, that Chriſt has 
 anſwer'd the full Demands of - Juſtice 
for the worſt of Sinners that come to 
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He ſtood in our room, and died in out ay be 
ſtead, or elſe we could never have ha rant t. 
Eternal Life. Chriſt ſatisfy'd for Sin 
and redeemed us from Wrath, and prof 
cured by his Purchaſe, Love and Mercy 
not that he needed to die, to purchaſe 
his own Love to us; for he loved us 
firſt, or elſe he could never have died 
for us ; but he died that he might there 
by purchaſe our Love to himſelf; and 
therefore it is moſt reaſonable we ſhouldf 
love him. Such that eye Chriſt aright, 
will find him precious ; but ſuch that do 
not, may be ſaid to be Intruders. There 
are ſome that are apt to have an Eythheen t 
7077 to Juſtice, but none to Mercy; partic 
and there the Devil gets great Advan-ſhefit t 
tage. Such Souls never mind what ako me 
It 15 0 
het 
God, 


him, and lay hold upon Rim for Life c. I 


Land Selrstion. O what need has every Nine 
Soul to plead with God for an ealight · In the 
ened Mind, that theſe great MyſtericsFng t 
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ouay be better diſcerned ! the Lord 
rant that that time I have to live, I 

ay increaſe in Knowledge, in Faith, 
nd in Humility. I bleſs God for what 
his Teachings I have had, and dothro” 
race {till experience; but I ſtill am ſen- 
ble of my ſhort Comings in my Love, 

nd Obedience to God, to what 1 ought 

10 be: It is well that after this Life 
ere ſhall be a State of Perfection, 
vhere my Love and Obedience ſhall be 
Perfect. I wait and long for that time, 

hat T may {in no more. The Meditati- 
ns J have here left in writing, have 
deen the Meditations of three Years at 
Particular times. I have found it a Be- 
hHefit to me, by the Aſſiſtance of Grace, 

o meditate often upon one thing, while 

t is of one thing needful to be known, 
he thinking much upon the Word of 
God, is the way to get Knowledge in 

Ie. I deſire that ſuch as read this, may 
e incourag'd to exerciſe their Thougbts 
in the Meditations of God's Word o,. 
icsRng to God for Aſſiſtance, that ſo tie7 | 
. maß 
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in his way. 
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may enjoy his Preſence, and his Spiriſ dead ir 
and his Bleſſing, while they are found thee. 
2 off, t 
I have likewiſe had ſome Meditat 10 St 
ons on that Scripture, Jer. 31. 3. latte Eamit 
part of the Verſe, Tea I have loved thꝗ loved 
with an everlaſting Love; therefore witſawa 
loving Kindneſs have I drawn thee. Firlfftg;a . 8 
T have conſider'd, who he is that lovesFjelf, wy 
then who it is that is loved; and whaſOhow 
is in this Love. Love 
It may be conſider'd, that he wh to: hin 
loves is he that had no beginning, noſhayy - 
will have no end; the Being of all Be Argur 


A . 
ings, the Creator and Upholder of a On 


Things. It is he that condeſcends thu he dee 
do ſpeak, I have loved thee with an ever) © | 5. 


laſting Love. O wonderful Condeſcen Tove 
Pls that God ſhould ſet his Love upot Fa 
loſt and undone Sinners, which we art ſers'd. 


all by Nature, till God's Love makes Chi 
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ig dead in Sin and Treſpaſſes, to quicken 
ing thee. I have loved thee, that waſt afar 
off, to make thee near; thee that waſt | 
at ia a State of Alienation, thee that hadſt || 
ti Eamity in thy Heart againſt me. I have 
loved thee, to. pardon thy Sins, to do 
. a way thy Enmity, and to take thee in- 
wJrqja State, pf, Reconciliaion with, wy 
Ty jelt, wherein thou {hialtiabide for: 
haJOhow much may be conſider'd ia the 
Love of God | Indeed Hs Love is like 
vhito: himſelf; and that is everlaſting:o 1 


noſ have, alſo,gbferyd,ishatlio'difaws be | 


Bel Argymeatsphihisove; from ld Wtfw̃ 
| a] Bawels of Love; heeauſe lie has lud, 
thuſ he daes love, and therefore he will love. 
ver), 1 haye loved thee wiilt and overluſfiug 
cen Love, therefore with lovin feinaveſs have 
Pol] Araber. From wütende I vg ab 
: ar\{ery/d; that, all: Ggcbs Nindness foobis 
ces \Children Bows from Love. The Ge 
| I bave obſer vd. ſhould be'madecot 
cee her ſeeing, God Ri dock d, 
id C from Eevx, inis highly creafanableichet . |. 
waall our Duties and O edience to hiin i 
deaffhould flow from Love too. - ts 
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| mtr, he that inhabits Eternity, the Be po 


che poot ànd contrite one. I have con 


Soul: Firſt, I have minded it 120 Loo 
© kof: Deli 
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I have alfo had my Thought © exer- be Fo 
cis d. upon that Scripture in 1/2; 66. 2. viden 


—— part, Bur to this Man will Ilg. 'No 
took; even to him that #5 oor, and 


if « con. por t 
tritt Spirit, and trembleth at m Words. Il 


Indeed as I go on, I may well ſtand a. I 
amazed at the Conde ſcenſion of God IA 
Firſt, I have conſider d, who he is that I= 
looks, whom be looks to, and What | 1 bo; 
conta in'd in this Look. 

Wo is he that looks ? Our Nat Cre 


of all Beings, the Preſerver and Up: | 
b der of all Things: It is he that 1: 

gur Bengfactor, he car gives us our Be 
ing; it is he that eontinucs all good tc 
us that we are made Partakers of; it i 


he that condeſcends t6"look ſo low a: 


is con. 


lader d in my Thoughts What 
upon th 


taln'd in this Look of God 


of / Love, it A Took of 'Power; lit is 
ir iͤ a Look of E. 
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L I. It is a Look of Love, for Love lays * 
er · che Foundation of our Salvation. It is 

2. evident from that Scripture in Exeł. 16. 
IE. Now-when I paſſed by thee, and looked: 
n. upon thee, behold thy Time was a Time of |} 
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as. ove, and I ſpread my Skirt over thee, and 
A Powered thy Natedneſs ; jee 1 ſmare unto: 
- hee, and entered into a Covenant with thee, 


ſaith the Lord God; and thou becameſt 
ine. Indeed a full Scripture, to prove 
hat God's Look is a Look of Love. 
2. L have conſider'd, it is a Look of 
Power, fuch a Look that powerfully: 
perſuades the Soul to be willing to le ve 
Sin,and to imbrace a Saviour ; according. : - 
o that Scripture in P/al. 110.3. Thy Fe- 
le ſball be willing in the Day of 'thy Pons 
r: So that it is a Day of God's Power 
©: that makes the unwilling to become 
Pilling. By this I have ſeen that God's, 
Look is a Lock of Power, ſuch a Log 
hat Chriſt looked upon Peter with, 
when he looked him into Repentance; 
2.5 $o a-gracious Look of God looks the 
. Poul inte Chriſt, and inables the Soul to 
+; Pol to Chriſt H Faith. e 
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© 3. 1 has e conlider?d, that this graci- and ( 


ous Cook of God upon thie Soul i is alſo a 

Look of Delight; according to that 8 80 
Scripture, The Prayers of the Oprizht are 
| his Delight. 

4. This gracious Look of God upon 
the Soul that fears him, is alfo a Look 
of Complacency. God is faid 2 fate. 
Pleaſure in them that fear him, and nl; owed 
them that hope in his Mercy. By this I him tl 
have ſeen, that God's Look upon the the: Sc 
Soul is a Look of Love, a Look of Pow-Jlp,..... 
er, a Look of Delight, and a Look of con FF 
Complacency ; which is ul to be prov Achat! 
by Scripture. what 
Next TI have conſider'd wo! it is thai i no 
God lobky to, even to that Man that i; do G. 
poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and tha God x 

trembleth at his Word, A contrite Spirit ves 
and the broken Heart, Iapprehend tc nd i 
have one meaning; zccording, to tha very. 
Scripture, Pſal. 51. 17. The Sarrifices 0) 1 
God are 4 broken Spirit: a broken and Want 
contrite Heart, O God, thou wilt not de 25 — 2 
3 Hie. have conlider'y bm hoe li 


on 
ok 


ake 


in 
181 
the 
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Soul be {aid to have this broken Heart 
and Contrition of Spirit? That Soul 
may be truly ſaid to have a broken Heart 
for Sin and Contrition of Spirit,, that is 


e broken off from Sin, I meat from the 


loving: or the allowing of it, I don't | 
mean from the Being; tor I am ſenſible 
Sin will be in us while we are in the 
Body; but it is well where it is not al- 
lowed.-In that it is ſaid, God looks to 
him that is poor, I underſtand it to be 
the Soul that 1s ſenſible of his ſpiritual 
Poverty, ſenſible that he is nothing, nor 
can do nothing; the Soul that is ſenſible 


that he has no Power of his own to do 


what is Good, or to reſiſt an Evil; that 


Halſis, not from a right Principle. He can't 
„Ado Good, nor reſiſt Evil naturally, till 


od works Grace in his Soul. This is 
Iroverty indeed, to be ſtript ofalb Good, 


and to be fill d with all Evil, which e- 


very one is, by Nature; therefore it is Þ| 
wonderful Love of God, to find out a 
IVay for the inriching of ſuch poor Souls 
a we are by Nature. It is ſaid, He that 
Irasricli for our ſakes became poor, that ſs | 
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he may make many rich. Indeed it is this 
gracious Look of God upon the Soul, 
that enables it to look into itſelf, and 
ſo to ſee and be ſenſible of its own Po- 
a Now what can a Soul have to 
boaſt of, or glory in but God? I always] # 


ſee Reaſon to admire free Grace in di-! 


ſtinguiſhing Love to my Soul in Chriſt, 
that ever I ſhould experience this gra- 
cious and powerful Look of God upon 
me, that thereby I am enabled to look to 
him by Faith, and to reſt wholly upon] 


im at all times for Grace and Glory. 


I have alſo had my 'Thoughts exer- 
£is'd on that Scripture in Luke 10. 20. 
where it is ſaid, Notwithſtanding in this 
rejoice not, that the Spirits are ſabjedt un- 
to jou; but rather rejoice, becauſe our 
Names are written in Heaven, So that I 


_ have conſider'd, by the aſſiſtance of 


God's Grace, when one may be ſaid to 
have his Name written in Heaven; and 


I have conſider'd it this way, viz. when 
God writes his Law in the Heart, that 
Soul may know thereby that his Name 
is written in Heaven, But I made a ooh £1 
833 | ther; 
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his] ther Inquiry in this Meditation, When 
ul one may be ſaid to have the Law of God 
ind written in his Heart; then that Scrip- 
po- ture was given into my Mind, David's 
to] Experience, Pſal. 119. 97. O how 1 love 
ys thy Law It is my Meditation all the Day. 

i-| So by that I was made to know; that 
iſt, | where God writes his Law in the Heart, 
ra-f that Soul makes it the matter of his 
z0n| Meditation. Thus I was made to ſee 


Name written in Heaven, which is ac- 
cording to Scripture and Experience. 
Bleſſed be God tor that Experience and 
Knowledge he has given tome in thoſe 
things. Indeed I know its my Duty to 


Jod of Love: The Lord enable me al- 
ways ſo to do; my Deſire is that God 


would keep me cloſe to himſelf, which 
believe he will. 


of Grace, what Meditations I have had 


and this Love is not to me only, but to 
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When a Soul may be ſaid to have his | 


ſtudy how to live to, and to love this. 4} 


I Thavehererecorded, by the aſſiſtance 


of the Love of God in Chriſt to me; 
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woulcbadviſe all ſuch as deſite to live 
| with-God for ever, to ſtudy how: they 
may live. to him now: Such as would 
lwe happy forever, muſt endeavour to 
live holily now; for Holineſs is the way 
to Happineſs. f A 23 1 101 90 of 
I deſire the Reader of theſe Lines 
might be found much in the Duty of 
Meditation. Indeed I muſt own it is a 
hard and difficult Duty to be found a- 
right in; but I muſt alſo acknowledge, 
that it is a very profitable Duty to the 
Zoul that is ſincerely found in it; in this 
I muſt ſay, thro' rich Grace, I have 


Duties are not to be let alone becauſe 


adviſe Souls to ſeck to God fer his 
Grace to help in this and all other Re- 


ligious Duties. 


have had my Thoughts exercis'd in 


ture in Job» 6. 54. Whoſo eateth tay: Fleſh, 


id my Blood, hatherernal Life; | 


Ana 


E nnd 'Godrnifefiuig bis Love 10 me. 
+ they are hard and difficult. I would |. 


Meditation upon that Paſſage of Scrin- i 


wo way 
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r tofgrink of his Blood? I have been ena- 
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thought in my Meditations, When may 
a Soul be ſaid to eat of his Fleſh and 


"Jbled to conſider, by the Aſſiſtange of 
Grace, that it is to eye Chriſt by Faith, 
2fuffering in his human Nature, and to 


fee the Worth, the Value, the Dignity 


that was put upon thoſe his Sufferings 
by his Divine Nature; and to ſee the 
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8 raiſe him up at the laſt Do. 
Theſe are Chriſt's own Words: Ihave 
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Sufferings of Chriſt to be perfe&:Suf=: | 


ferings, ſatisfactory and meritorious. 


The Sufferings of Chriſt were perfect; 


| they were ſuch that had no mixture of 


Sin in them; they were ſatisfactory ;, 
they diſcharg'd that Debt that I and all 
other Believers had contracted ;he paid 
che full Price of our Redemption, and 
not only ſo, but brought in eternal Life- | 
for all: them that do or ſhall believe in 


him. believe that the Sufferings of 
| Gnful, 
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ut in my 
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fun per in my Nature; not in my 
bi ny human Nature; in 
that Nature that Adam and his Fe l 
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had before the Fall. I believe the Sufferings of Chriſt 
to be perfect, chat they may anſwer for all our Imper-iberty: 
fections: They were ſuch as were without Sin, that gage, thi 
fo Chriſt. may ſatisſy for Sin. Indeed it may be ſaid, Wears wi 
that God ſatisfyd himſelf, and appeas'd his own T ſhall bi 
Wrath; he prepar'd a Kody to fuffer in our room, to ſho Comm 
ſatisſy in our ſtead, and thereby to lying in eternal above : / 
Life to us, that deſery'd eternal Death. The Wages the Priv: 
of Sin is Death, but the Gift of God eternal Life, thro' 
1 2 Chriſt is the Giſt of God : For Day ? B 
45 ſaid, That God ſo loved the World, bat de. gabs of God, 
ig only begotten Son, that whoſoev.r believetb in bim, ſous a Ch 
ſhould not periſh, but have ever laſting Life. Now they | 
that can eye Chriſt in his Sufferings, a1d make appli- [wil 
cation of them by Faith, and believe they were for: Saints ar 
them, fuch Perſons may be ſaid to eat of his Flesh fthere ab 
and drink of his Blood; and ſo they have | eternal: Iche Aſſu 
Life, being in him by Faith, that is eternal Life: And Idoa 
fuck Souls have him, that gives eternal Lite, according Day of! 
to that Scripturegz Cor. 5: 19. If any Man be in Chriſt, Ithat the 
be is a new Creature; old things are paſs d away, and ſto his g 
bebold all things are become new : And. that ether Scrip- IAoly an 
ture, Col. 1. 27. latter part, Cbriſt in an the Hope of Þ with the 
Giny. We find by Scripture and Experience, that a Be- lay ſelt, 
lie ver is in Ch iſt, and Chriſt is in the Belie ver: So that Þ 5. 27. 
Soul muſt needs have eternal Lite that has Chriſt, and ſo al be, 
comes under that gracious-Promiſe, of being rai#d up ſumed. « 
ge. the lit Na: ie 
I have thought what the Reſurrection with be tothe 
Belicver he laſt Day, at the- Day and dur of 
Deaths as well 25 the Day of Judgment At thę Day 
ofÞcath, how ſhall the Soul be rais'd from. Earth to 
Heaven (for the Body is made of Eatth) from a Priſon 
to a Palace? O how: is the Soul impriſon d, Whilſt here, 


1 978 of Sin, and er down wiih alan of 
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Death it Mall be;rais'd from Bondage to 
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Kkbove : And this will not be my Priviledge only 


iberty: For ſome are all their life-time ſubject to Bon- 
Jage, thro' the fears of Death; but at Death all ſuch 
Fears will be done away ſrom the Believer, At death 
ſhall be rais'd from Communion with Saints below, 
o Communion with God and Chriſt, Saints and {gy — 


ke Priviledge of all Believers. Indeed, how mult the 

houghts of this make me to long and wait for that 
Day? But Ilcng and wait, with ſubmiſſion to the Will 
of God, for that Day, when I ſhall experience ſo glori- 
ons a Change, thro? Grace, as to be rais'd from Earth to 
ayen, from à Priſon to a Palace, from Communion 


with Saints below, to Commune with God and Chriſt, 
Saints and Angels above; where I ſhall furely be, and 

there abide for ever. Bleſſed be God for Chriſt, and 
he Aſſurance he hath given me of his Love in him. 


I do alſo believe the Reſurrection of the Body at the 
Day of Judgment, O What a Mercy of Mercies is it, 
that theſe vile Bodies ſhall be chang'd, and made hke 


- Ito his glorious Body, and ſo be made fit to enjoy a 


doly and glorious God for ever? I do believe, that 
with theſe Eves I ſhall ſee God, and behold him for 
ny ſelf, and not another, according to that in b, 
9.27. Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes 
ball behold, and not another, tho my Reins be con. 
umed within me, It is a, rich Mercy to Believers, 
hat they may bebold God for themſclves, that is to 


Ichold him indeed, te behold him as their God, 1 


lo believe I ſhall then behold God as mine; and that 

the Priviledge of a Soul's beholding of God for 
iimſeWf. The Wicked and the Unbelieyers will be- 
old God in the Lay of Judgment, but not for them- 
ei; not as their God an Father in Chriſt the 
an't behold him, bur as a terrible Judge, and a con- 


ming Fire they muſt behold him. They may be- 


old him as 
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a rechncibd God to dthers, as an Aggra- 
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vation to their own Condemnation; but they can't 
be hold him for themſelvee. O what a rich Mercy i 
it, that I, and al) ſuch as truly believe, ſhall behold 
flag our ſelves, and not tor others, at the la 
ay ! | | 
From the Conſideration. of theſe Things, I woul! 
adviſe all that read theſe, Lines, to ſtudy and endea. 
vour to behold Chriſt for themſelves, to make Sell Ay. 
Plication now of Chriſt, and what he has done tor 
Sinners; to believe that he has purchas'd Pardon fot 
them, and made Reconciliation for them, and brought 


Soul that thus eyes Chriſt for hin e and not for 
others only, may be ſure at the 1:ft L. to brtiold 
God for himſelf and not another. O'thit Every :Sor 
that reads this, may have a livcly'Faith in Chrii, 
Such à Faith that may be*evidenc'd by Feb, (Niel; 


— - 


Fairh that yields Obedience, "fuch J Faith thit in 
1%: . DOME rl % 


make Thizſtprecjous:® e e 
Theſe Meditations T have experiengd very uſcſu! 
me, thro* Grace, to think © over againſt the time 
che Secrainent, in order that I may know how to x 
an wy, that fo I may be the better able to! 
ſrom the Signs to Him ſignity d thereby. I blels Ge: 
for what Adliflance I fate ad of by Grice" Sn 
what Experience Thave had of his ſpecial Preſence. in 
this and all other of my Meditalons: My End in 
writing is God's Glory, and to Incourage ſuch as rea 
it to be found in God's way; end then they ma 
ſurely expect God's Fragen +: For he meets all ſuc 
rhat rejoſce and work Rig eb ue, and romembe 
vim it III r. | #1 s „ — 19088 23 n * 
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